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Revival of the SALT DUTY fully. 
Stated and Conſidered); | 


With ſome REMARKS on the 


2 Stare of 2 &c. 


N Am fo conſcious of my own 
intentions, and the -Juſtneſs of my 
8 K 15 TY Conduct in Parliament this Seſſion, 
N 7 
JARS S 8 


4 chat I think it ſtands in Need of 
= © no Apology; nor ſhould I have 
WH Avg troubled you on this Head, if 2 

Pk certain Gentleman had not addreſs'd 
Himſelf, in a very extraordinary Letter, to the 
F. reebolders of Great Britain. 


You ſend me Word that this Ste hath hook 


diſpers'd with great —_— in all Parts of the 
Neighbourhood, where you 


ive; and therefore de» 
fire to know, with your uſual Candour and Impar= _ 
tiality, what Arguments were EL on the other 
Side of the 5 . 
A2 ne 


1153 pM 


In * 1 with this Requeſt, I think my 


felf obliged to give you a full and fair State of 
the whole Caſe, in order to diſabuſe thoſe Gemle- 
who may have been deceived, for Want of ſuf- 
ficient Lights, by the falſe Gloſſes and confident 
Aſſertions of this Writer. The following Sheets = 
are therefore deſign d chiefly for the Information 
of Country Gentlemen, who live out of the ordina- 
chat in 7 of Intelligence; forl can aſſure you, Sir, 


in Town this Piece hath met with the uſual 

ate of ſuch Pertormances, and is look d on as an 
Attempt to divert the Enquiries of the Publick 
from thoſe important Affairs, of various Kinds, 
which have fallen under the Examination of Parlia- 
ment this Seſſion, by endeavouring to fix our Eyes 
to one Point, which They think moſt likely to im- 


- Poſe upon landed Gentlemen. But I doubt not to 


make it appear, before I conclude, that the Sub- 
ance of ibis Letter conſiſts of nothing but Fallacy, 


M ſccpreſentation and arrant Falſtoods. 


| Letter-writer begins in the uſual Style of 

his Patron, with congratulating us on the preſent, 
glorious Situation of Affairs; and for my Part, I 
Bal not diſpute either the Viſdom, or Succeſs of 
dur late Meaſures and Negotiations. I heartily 
with that the Peace of Europe may ſoon appear, by 


much ſtronger Evidence than this Writer s Aſſer- 


- 


* 


Body of Heſian Ti 


tion, to be eſſectually ſettled ; and if all our Interefts 
abroad are amicably adjuſtæd, as He tells us, I agree 


- antirely with Him that We had Reaſon to expedt the 


good Inflaence of ſuch a Situation on all our Affairs 


r home; I ſay We had Reaſon to expect This, as 
We were the only Nation, that concerned our fclyes 
in the hazardous and expenſive Introduction of 


Don Carlos into Italy, and notwithſtanding the 
Treaty of Vienna, cgntinued to keep up a great 

ier Pay, till it was fully 
alſectuated. 2 ; : % 4 f 5 | Theſe 


Fpbeſe Troops, which have always given ſo much 
Uncaſineſs to the People of England, arc at length - 
ſaid to be diſcharged, and nothing has been asked 
in Parliament this Year for the Support of them; 
which has made ſome Reduction in our Expeuces, 
though none in our Taxes. So far therefore the 
Aſſertion is true, that we ſaw, before the Parſta- 
ment aſſembled, a great Reduction of Ex PEN E, by 
diſcharging the Troops of other Princes; and 1 
hope at leaſt it will pat a Stop, in ſome Meaſure, 
to the dangerous Method of running in Debt from 
Year to Year, for the current Service. | 
We likewiſe agree with Him, that from this Be- 
Hanns We promiſed our ſelves Relief from various 
 Burthens, which publick Misfortunes and publick 
Neceſſity had fo long obliged us to bear, —But would 
not the Reader naturally conclude from ſuch a pom 
us Preamble, that We were actually relicy'd from 
ſome of thoſe various Burthens ; and is it not very 
extraordinary to find that only ſhifting them from 
one Shoulder to the other, or ſubſtituting one Tax 
in the Room of another, ſhould be made the Ground 
Work of fo much Triumph and Exultation? 
Great Incenſe is' paid, on this Account, at the 
Shrine of a certain, honourable Gentleman; the 
Jame Perſon, I preſume, by whoſe Direction, at 
leaſt, this Letter was written, and by whoſe Au- 


thority it hath been propagated through the King= = 


dom. I ſhall only obſerve, as to this Point, that 
it is a melancholy Caſe for any Gentleman, in_/#ch 
a Station, to be reduced to the awkard Neceſſity 
of trumpeting his own Praiſe, and putting the 
Nation to an uſeleſs Expence, in hopes of con- 
vincing us that We have no Feeling, and abating 
that popular Odium, which publick Neceſſity hats 

fo long oblig'd Him to bear. A. RE 
But in order to prepare the World for that 


nauſcous Load of Flattery, which is ſo plentiſully 
beſtow'd upon this Gentleman, the Letter-Writer 
Was agel to ſtate the whole Caſe wrong, and to 
83 one great Fallacy from the Beginning to 
the End of his Pamphlet, by repreſenting the Op- 
poſition to the Revival of the Sal r Duty as an 
1 to the Reduction of the Land Iux. 
| hat I may thereſore ſet this Afair in a true 
Light, and diſentangle it from thoſe Cobwebs of 
Sophiſtry, with which He hath purpoſely cndea= 
vour d to perplex it, I have Holes to purſue the 
tollowing Method. | 5 
Fil, to ſtate the Caſe of the Salt Duty, with 
the Reaſons for aboliſhing it, in the Year 1730, 
and the Arguments made uſe of againſt reviving 
= ns Year. > . 
Secondly, to make ſome Obſervations on this 
Writer's Compariſon between the Salt Duty and the 
Land Tax, as well as ſome other incidental Mat- 
ters, with which He hath thought fit to ſwell up 
ä 
As to the frf, it is neceſſary to put the Reader 
in Mind that his Majeſty was pleas d to open the 
Sellion, in the Year 1730, with a moſt gracious 
h, in which He expreſs d his royal Compaſ- 
non for the Hardſtips of the poor Artificers and 


Aanfafurers, and recomnicnded their Caſe to the 


Conhderation of his Parliament. > 

In Purſuance of this Recommendation, the Par- 
hament thought proper to. aboliſh. the Duty on 
Salt, aſter the matureſt Deliberation, as the moſt 
_ opprefſece Tax and what would beſt anſwer his Ma- 
ieh Intentions. At this Time, every 1 ax, that 
was thought would give moſt Relief to the Sub- 
ject, was fully conſidered and the bovourable Gen- 
tema then proſeſs d that He had no Opinion of 
tis own, but feculd leave it to others to do as Ty 


thought fit, in this Caſe. The only Thing He 
ches fear d was, that wo could not wo enough 
out of the ſinking Fund to redeem this Duty, 
| ſince ir might reduce it below a Million; but He 
was ſo far convinc'd at laſt that it was the moſt 
eligible Tax to be taken off, for the Eaſe of the 
People, that He divided for it Himſelf ; which 
makes it the more ſurprizing to hear Him argue 
for the Revival of it, as He hath done ſince, and 
ee xen to carry the Point ſo far as to ſay 
p. 27. that it is a more equal and caſy Tax than 
any, that was ever paid by the People. 

The Parliament were induc'd to give the Salt 


Duty the Preference, at that Time, for the fol» 


lowing Reaſons. R 
1. Becauſe Salt was of general Uſe amongſt all 
Sorts of People; a common Neceſſary of Lite, in 
the ſtricteſt Senſe ; and therefore in Fact a Tax 
upon Salt was a Tax upon Proviſions. Eo 
2, Becauſe the Duty upon Salt amounted to 
ten Times as much as it coſt at the Pits, which is 
not above a'Eroat a Buſhel, and ſwelled it to at 
leaſt four Shillings above its intrinſick Value at 
Zondon; for as the Price of Salt here, at that 
Time, was Five Shillings a Buſhel, the Duty was 
35. 44. and It is well known that the Dealers al- 
ways raiſe the Price above the bare Duty; eſpeci- 
ally when it is fo very large and diſproportion d to 
the original Cm. „„ 

3. Becauſe it was a Burthen on the poor Far- 
mer, who lived chiefly on ſalt Proviſſons, and be- 
ſides made Uſe of Salt to brine his Corn, and ma- 

nure his Land; from whence it follows that it mult. 
affect landed Men, eſpecially Thoſe, whoſe Eſtates, 

lay in grazing Farms, and in many Places prevent 
the Improvement of Land. > da 

4. Becauſe it not only increas'd the Expence 2 
+ a S265 Vi - 


vicualling the Royal Navy, but was an heavy Bur- 
Bal on Ne ar this Kingd gdom; by which 
ir aflected the arg already diſtreſs d with 
too many Difficulties, Hardihips and Loſſes in their 
Trade, and thereby obliged Them to victual their 
Ships abroad, to the great Detriment of this 
Kingdom. 
5. Becauſe notwithſtanding the great Sum, which 
this Tax levied upon the People, it brought but an 
 Inconfiderable Part of it into the Exchequer, occa- 
fioned by the vaſt 8 of collecting it; and 
other Dedufions; w was alſo attended with the 
farther Inconvenience of keeping up a great Number 
of Exciſe Officers, by no Means agreeable to the In- 
clinations, or compatible with the n of a 
tree People. 

6. Becauſe it was a Burthen upon our Manu | 
faftres,- in many Particulars ; ſuch as Leather, 
Glaſs Bottles, "Earthen Ware, &c. 

7. Becauſe it was liable to great Frauds and 
Abnſes, by ſalſe Drawbacks, Allowances and De- 
diifions, as all Taxes will be, which ſo much ex- 
ceed the Value of the Commodity and afford the 
Dealers ſo ſtrong a Temptation. 

For theſe and ſeveral other Reaſons, which were 
offered to the fame Purpoſe, the Parliament was 
induc'd, with almoſt univerſal Conſent, to come to 
the following Reſolution, which They afterwards 


paſs'd into a Law, vis - 
© Reſobved, That the ſeveral Duties upon homes, 


& made Salt, ted to the late King William 
« and Queen Mary, by an Act of the 5th and 6th. 
4 of their Reign, for a Term of Years and ſince _ 

« made perpetual ; and alſo the additional Duties 

. on all Salt, granted by an A8 of the gth and 

2 Years of his ſaid late Ma eſty Be William, 
« ſhall from and after the 25th Pay CT ec. 1730, 
* ceaſc, determine, ard be no longer paid. 


Thus 


- 


Opportunity would be taken to give Them farther 


{ 


bx 


7. 


C3 


Thus were the People diſcharged from theſe bur- 


thenſome Duties, in Purſuance ot his Majefty's gra- 
cious Intentions, and at a Time, when our Affairs 
abroad were in the moſt perplex'd and uncertain Si- 
tuation. This was a Matter of the greateſt Com- 
tort to a People groaning under various Burthens, 
and gave Them a plcaſing Proſpect that the firſt 


Relief in thoſe Taxes, which any ways come 
in Competition with the Salt, when our Affairs 


ſhould be ſettled into Peace and Tranquility, as We 
are told They are at preſent. But how are We de- 


eeived in our Expectations; and how true hath it 
Troved, what We have always fear d, that We 

ould never get rid of Exciſes, when They are 
once laid on us? The only Inſtance of Relief, that 
We have been able to obtain from theſe Burt hens, 
ſor many Years paſt, was this Abolition of - the 
Duties on Salt; one of thoſe "Taxes, which had 


the terrible Word forever annex d to it; and when 
We conſider that it was look d on as the moſt 


pgs and neceſſary Relief in the Year 1730, L 
teve nobody could then imagine that it would 


be revived to the utmoſt Farthing in the Year 


1933, 7 #7 


To what Motives therefore ſhall we impute theſe 2 


retrograde —_ which deprive us of all Hopes: 
of ſeeing our | 

tion of our Taxes ? There muſt be ſome extraor- 
_—_— for ſuch an Expedient, which hath. 
not 


yet avowed; for no Man of common. 
Senſe, can be fo weak as to ſwallow the groſs Im- 


poſition, with which this Writer infults our Under- 
ſtandings, by telling us that it is done for our 


Eaſe. His Argument, upon this Head, hath ſuch. : 
a Mixture of Inſolence and Ridicule in it, that it 
cannot be ſufficiently -\ without quoting it. 


urthens made eaſy, by the Redur- 


a 


610 


— When every Thing abroad; ſays He, hath: 
« * ſucceeded ratify Delays Wiſhes; when We 
& can no longer ays to eaſe the Peoply, 
«© from any viſible vcertalnty 04 Affairs; 

& ſhall We do nothing to convince the People that 5 
4 We have a Peace, but meerly by telling Them 
& 2 We have procured it? or rather ought We 


not, from the of Taues, to ſhew Them 
8 — Difference between certain and Ray e 
« Tranquility? © tt 


I believe Man in the om 
with the 3 in all be Kingdor the 
ple ought to be. eas'd, and feel the Diftrenoe be- 
tween Peace and Marz by a Difference of Taxes, 
but is or this good Work really delay d, _ 
there is no diſihle Uncertainty in our Affairs, as 
ee us; unleſs it be in the Time, When We are 
| expect Relief? For though We meet with the: 

fins Words Eaſe, wy fre — —j 77 Boer 

E Seaſon, in of his 

Fad e 20 to know where ech Sanne is to 
be found; or whether the Difference of our Taxes: 
confiſts in any 'Thing beſides the Denomination of 
'Them?: Is not the fame, or a larger Sum, rais d 
upon the Nation in general; and what other Rea 
fon have We to believe that there is a Peace, be- 
fides his telling us ſo? Did all our late wiſe, and 
able Negotiations tend to no other End than to 
convince us of the Difference between 500,000 J. 
rais'd upon Land, and 500,000 J. raisd on Salt? 
l beſe, no Doubt, are mighty Bleſſings to a 
fſulſering People, and could not have been com 

d withont the eſſectual rteds cken and Set- 
lement of Don Curips in Italy; for it ſeems ſuch 
Work as This could not be attempted with Suc-. 
cels in a Time of unſettled Tranquility, and there- 
force the — ö did not attempt 4 


i: . 


ES; 

laft Year, when it was neceſſary to raiſe a Million 
by a Land Tax ; but was obliged to wait for ſach 
a perfect Peace, as We enjoy at preſent, to make 
us ſenſible of the great Bleſſing of ſuch an Altera- 
tion, which is repreſented as ſufficient in it ſelf to 
anſwer all our Expectations of Relief from the v. 
rious Burthens we lye under; for though other 
Countries may have look d upon this Tax as a 
Badge cf Slavery, which hath often made them deſ- 
perate, and have always ſtyled thoſe Nations free, 
which have preſerved Themſelves from it; yet We 
are ſo ſenſible of the righteous Views of that Ho- 
nourable Gentleman, that We cannot apprehend 
any bad Conſequences from it, in his Hands. 
But to proceed. We are told that when the 
- honourable Gentleman made the Propoſition for re- 
viving the Salt Duty, there remained a Million to 
De raisd in Aid of the Supply voted. By the Way, 
this Method of reaſoning is ſomewhat cxtraords 
aary ; to urge a Vote o Supply as an Argument 
for juſtifying Ways aud Means ; for though' one 
is often made uſe of to induce the other ; yet it 
hath. really nothing to do in the Diſpute 3 for 
the Reaſonableneſs of the Supply, as well as 
the dethod of railing it, ought to be taken 
into Conſideration 3 and yet this Argument o- 
curs more than once in the Letter before us; where 
it is ſaid, after all the fine Flouriſhes about Eaſe 
and Difference of Taxes, that We muſt have 
continued the wſual Land Tax, if this Duty on 
Salt had not been ſo wiſely ſubſtituted in its 
Room; becauſe the Supply muſt be made good; 
whereas We had Reaſon to expect that a much 
_— Supply would have been thought ſufficient for 
the Service of the Pablick, in ſuch a glorious Si- 
tuation of Affairs, as He hath deſcribed, ben 
every Thing alroad hath ſicceede to our. utmoſi 


Wees, and the Peace of Europe 1s-fo perſedy 
1 . : 
Me had Reaſon to expect that an Opportunity 
would have been taken, from this happy Change of 
Affairs, to relieve us, in ſome Meaſure, from that 
grievous and terrible Article, a fanding Army; the 


worſt of all Burdens, which public Misſortunes and 


publick Neceſſity hath ſo long obliged us to bear; an 
Agee, which fills the Heart of every Engliſhman 
with the moſt dreadful Appreheniions, and gives 
the difaffeFed a Handle to ſuggeſt that his Majeſty 
does not rely on the Affectious of his People. But, 
inſtead of Relief, will not this Burthen of Armies be 
heightened by the Aggravation of eſtabliſhing Ex- 
caſes to pay them; I hinge, more odious, oppreſ- 
five and dangerous, if poſſible, than an Army itſelf; 
as their Power and Influence, without coming to 
Extremities, is more diſſuſive; but fanding Armies 
and Exciſes have ever gone H in Hand, and 
where the firſt is, there will always be the ſecond. 
Me hadlikewiſcReaſon to expect that We ſhould 
have. been caſcd from the Exciſe upon Leather, Soap 
and Candles; for We flattcredour ſelves with Hopes 


that the Reduction of our Experces,and the great In- 


creaſc of the /nkirg Fund, (which ſuch a happy Situa- 


tion muſt naturally produce on our rade) would have 


been able to diſcharge us from all theſe Burthens, by 


Degrecs, as it did ſome Time ago from That of 
-Sait. But how are all our Expectations fruſtrated 


and vaniſhed at once? Even this very Salt — | 


the Ground of all our Hopes, is laid on again; 
ont of the ſtrongeft Reaſons for doing it was, that 
it kad formerly continued ſo long, that no Body 


complain d of it, or even ſo much as knew that they 


185 3 5. 4 4. a Buſhel Duty for it, and that the 


Feople had not. been thankful for taking it of. 


8 


Ed _ 


- (Thus you fee, Sir, that the longer we bear Nun, 
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and the leſs we complain of them, the ſtronger is 


the Hero of this Piece, hath juſt made a 
very that the Land-Owners of England have been 


= % 
1 ** 2 ; 


the Argument, or Pretence, for continuing them 
upon us. When can it therefore be ſuppoſed that 
we ſhall get rid of them, ſince we are every Day 


' farther off from Relief, according to this Doctrine ? 


But ſince This is our Caſe, and the ſame Sum 


of Money muſt be rais'd one Way or other, not- 


wi ing our Peace, I ſhall now proceed, in the 


ſecond Place, to make ſome Obſervations on his 


Writer's Compariſon between the Salt Duty and the 


Land Tax ; to which all the Merit of his Patron is 


at laſt reduced. 267 i 
It ſeems, the honourable Gentleman, who 


Nicco 


moſt grieyouſly tax d, for almoſt forty Tears paſt, 


without any Intermiſſion; and finding his Bowels 
57 all on a Sudden with Compaſſion towards 


hem, He undertakes their Cauſe, pleads for the 


landed Interft, and becomes an Advocate for all 


the Freeholders of Great Britain. For this Pur- 
poſe, We behold Him devoting Himſelf, with - 
great Chearfulneſs, to the Service of his Country; 


. foregoing his own Ouiet and Repoſe ; and ſubmitting 
to a long Struggle, for two whole Days together, 
that We, his dear Countrymen, might reap the 


Advantages of it ; whereas, ſays his Advocate, in- 


ſtead of this tedious Conteſt, He could have rais'd 
4 Million on Land in a 8 of an Hour. 
I am afraid, indeed, that 


is is too true; for the 
honourable Gentleman hath often cine d us, to 


our Coſt, what great Things He can do, upon 


Occaſion, in a Quarter of an Hour 


His Motives to this generous Undertaking are 
equally remarkable and worthy of our higheſt Ac- 


knowledgments; © for He reflected, it ſeems, 
that the Freebolders were Thoſe, whom, . th= 


— 
Pg 


. . . 3 AS" nh Etna e he AR 


| 5 


Laws and Cookinitions of * not orly 
1 : ne e ies atv Ads 
ber was uppos'd -principally to repreſent; that 
Land was the nie. of —— Member, 
<< without which He could not fit, or wry, in that 
< Houſe; that this Qualification was provided 
« with a View of Advantage to the 
.< Fre ; fince every Member, being obliged 
< to hold à conſiderable Part of his Property in 
< Land, would thereby feel the Burthens, and 
& know. the Grievances of the landed Trg; 
< would likewiſc have the ſtronger Motives to re- 
& dreſs their Complaints, and to indulge their In- 
* — a ui publick Con- 
* ſideration. 
lo infinitely are We obliged to this honoura- | 
He Gentleman, this Priuceps Scnatis, for 10 
much Pains, and cheartully undergoing fo much a- 
tigue, even for r Days together, in our Service? 
But, it is a Pity that He did not perſevere 
ſor a Seſſion, at leaſt, when He had once begun, and 
(demonſtrate the Sincerity of his Zeal for the aud. 
ed Imtereft, by exerting it in Behalt of Wo, late Bill, 
explaining the ©nalification AF, prevent- 
— — the Evaſion of it; but, in- 
ſtead of This, it is too well known that He 4 
cured a Clauſe to be oſſered, and ſupported it 
ſelt, for admitting a monev'd QUALIFICATION; — 
-not- fuccecding in this Attempt, the Bill it ſelf was 
_ thrown out by the ſi Dexterity of this honou- 
'rable Gentleman (to ſay no worle) in a very extra- 
Manner. I fs afraid his Enemies will 


ask, with a Snecr, whether He diſtingniſi Him- 
felf, i in this Inſtance, as 4 powerful Advocate for the 
-Freebolders of Great Britain; and whether This 
dan de calld pleading for the Land, by endeavour- 
ing to open a — for Brokers and Stork-job- 


bers 


OED "I 


E 
bers into all the Boroughs in England, and thereby 
excluding the landed Gentlemen from their antient 
Seats in the Houſe of Commons © +7 a 
The Eaſe of Land is certainly a moſt defrreable 
Precedent at any Time, when it can be done with - 
out loading the Nation in a more grievous Manner ; 
but I am not able to comprehend the Reaſon why 
this Precedent was the more defireable, becauſe it was 
effered by the 'CourT, and aroſe at the | Motion. of 
ibe MinisTEss; unleſs it is to be taken for grant- 
ed that no Motions, however reaſonable and benefi- 
eial to the Publick, will be ſuffered: to prevail, un- 
leſs ſuch as are offered by the Court, and that 
making of Precedents is a Prerogative belonging only 
to Mini ſters. Perhaps, This may be his Meaning, 
when He ſays that an Eaſe of Land was beretofers 
always thought impraficable, and never bad tilh 
then been attempted; That is, by the Miniſters, to 
whom ſuch Precedents belong? for I have ſeen 
many Attempts of that Kind made from another 
Drwarter, even under this honourable Gentleman's 
Adminiſtration; but He always took Care to de- 
teat Them; with a Deſign, perhaps, of reſerving; | 
that Glory to Finſelf ;-but. ſhoutd not+ have 
eclypſed: it, by ſubſtituting another Tax in the 
_—_ of it, and laying a Scheme for making it per- 
_ - He begins to explain the real Motives to this 
Expedient in the following Paſſage; where He ſays 
that no Mun, who heard the honourable Gentleman 
ſpeak, and considered how long this Parliament had. 
continued, as alſo how ſoon I hey muſt proceed to a 
NEW ELECTION; no Man contd imagine that H 
faul be inclir'd to load the Freeholders at au 
Time, if it might be avoided, &c.—— In another 
Place He ſpeaks ſtill more plainly to this Point, by, © , 
cxtolling the Advantages of Ref# to aur Lands, even 


ce 


— x — 


once in EVE Vrans, Jie Thoſe of the antient 


Fews ; by which I preſume He deſigns to allude 


to another SEPTENNIAL PARLIAMENT ; and, in- 
deed, I think it a great Inſtance of his Moderation 
and Goodneſs, to put us upon the fame Foot with 
the antient Fews, conſidering what cruel Task-12a= 


fers We have had in ſome Reign. 


For this Reaſon, I cannot agree with the bo- 
nourable Gemleman and his ſcribbling Colleague, that 


if this Propoſition for eaſing the Land had not been 


at this Time, it would have diſcouraged 


People would, at any Time, be very glad to be 
freed from a Land-Tax, when it is fairly offer d 


to Them, without any Clog, or Reſtriction; but 
through the whole Courſe of his Letter, He ſp 

of this Expedient as a real Eaſc and Reduction of 
the national Taxes. © WE WS: 
Tpbe honourable Gentleman was pleas d to obſerve 
farther, that it would appcar from the Determina- 
tion of that Day, "whether a Land Tax, of at leaſt 


"Foo Shillings in the Pound,” was to become a per- 
petual Rent-Charge on all the Lands in England. 


If This was really the Cale, it affords: us a 
cry melancholy Conſideration ; but, in order to 
mak 


e it a true State of the Queſtion, it is neceſlary 


to take ſeveral Points for granted, to which I be- 
lieve the People of England will not eaſily ſubmit, 
when They fee them explain d and reduc'd to di- 


with it that the Sum, rais d this Year, will 


always be the Sum, that muſt be rais d every Vear 
for the current Service; and conſequently that a 
funding Army of eighteen "thouſand Men muſt be 
always kept up in this Kingdom, even in Times = 


SS 
* 


= 


ſtinct Propoſitions ; and is in it ſelf a Proof that 
this Debate was of much greater "Conſequence 
than They apprehend for it carries a — : 


* 


3 „ 

the mg ound Peace and Tranquility. * Beſides, 

it — Kan: all oe of ever ſeeing the —— 
the 


-Detts paid off by the ſntiug Fund, and of our 
getting rid of thoſe Taxes, which are moſt. oppreſ- 
fe, whilſt Thoſe, which are not ſo, and do nor 
affect ' our Mauufactures, or the . poorer Sort of 
People, might have been continued, inſtead of the 
Land- ax; but We can no longer flatter our 
ſelves with ſuch a Proſpect, if the Conſequence of 
that Days Debate is truly ſtated by the Writer 
before us; who aſſerts, in Elie, that We have no 
other Method of redeeming our Eſtates from the 
perpetual Rent-Charge of a Land Tax, than by con- 
. ſenting to- ſubſtitute nem Taxes in their Room. 
LI have examined this Point the more minurely, 
in order to ſhew that the great Struggle of that 
Day was, whether We might ever expect to be 
freed from Exciſes, and the fatal Influence of their 
Officers over us, in our Electious; for as one of 
the ſtrongeſt Arguments againſt cſtabliſing Exei/es 
in this Nation hath always been that if cver They 
are once granted, Minifters know the Uſe of them 
too well to let Them be taken off again; ſo the 
Gentlemen, who had the good Fortune to ſucceed 
in ſuch an Attempt. two Tears ago, thought 'T hem» 
ſelves obliged to exert their utmoſt Endeavours tq 
prevent the Defeat of it this Tear, under any 
ſpecious Pretences Whatſocver. Wa 
+ Nay, the Reaſons againſt xeviving' this Duty 
were much - ſtronger. than Thoſe for aBaLighing 
E 
| to the nking Fun d was. opri | 
to the Payment of Our national Delt. T 25 Was 
made an Argument, on the hurt Side, againſt tak= 
ing it off; and it will certainly be a great Diſcous 


ragement to any Gentlemen, how 3 62 + 
=—_ 


| Relief to the People, when They ſee ſuch an 
„ * bey e 


* 5 * 
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Tuharge this Duty from the et Fond; tho 
prone e to of it, to a A . nt 1 55 — 4 
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[ arts of 2 4 12 9 
| Means, and to ſerde the fame 
. | ym vil a 17 Writer to acknowledge 


| fo rot rr eee! and Trequality of the Land 
1 | | Fax: though many Perſ ns favs been formerly 
| - _ tiled Iovendiaries for repreſentiog it in ſuch & 

I — Light; but, it ſeems, this Sort of Language is 

| ' become neceſſary, at preſent, to juſtify the Revival 

of the Lal Duty, the Foundation of that great Work, 
dieb is commendd, as He aſſures us, in Eaſe of 

r landed Tntereft ; but I wiſh'we may not Ive to 

| | Tee this great Hork end in continuing the Duty on 

F _  Satfora lager Term, when the three Tears are 
1 il expird, or before, and at laſt making it | 
| 1 ben 4 perpetual Fund for new Debts. . 
| _ .: "Great Pain are taken to 


Revieat of the bah Duty, was to o prevent the 26" 
niflers from doing popular Actions and ſecuring th 
 Afefions of the People of 1 3 
what a needleſs Trouble have The 
ſelves, if This was the Caſe! — ] | 
22 any one Man in the e any = 
ſion to envy the honourable entleman, upon that 
2 — nor do I believe that this dient, 
eue 


1005 which He 2 1 $5 m 

ular Applauſe, wer his Expectations, 

in uy Der when it is fully examined — 5 — Ex 

did theſe ambitious Men out of Power, | 

— ſeem to give _ ſo much Uneafineſs, ever 

C rempt to area 2 * for relieving the 

Rx Him in grins af L v which was given 
when, the Duties on Salt were taken off 

and bolted? 


Again, it is ſaid that for Pl erſons are apt „ 

be led away, ly the Perſuafons of artful Men, s 
_ oppoſe Minifters. I grant it; but may not maß 
others be led away, by the I nfluence fo wicked Men, 
to aũ with tbem? I heartily wiſh that the Number 


of bath theſe Sorts of Perſons were only equal? 
; However, He is jo good, in the midſt of his 
: Trium as to com palionate theſe un . 
bang Take who bed the Mortification to ſ 
Themſelves overpower d by Numbers ; and is 4 
| ſo candid as to make it a Doubt whether the Na- 
tion is moſt obliged to the viclorious, or the cons 
2 ſince the ſtrong ſition of the 


Oppo 
2 e the. honourable Gentleman an : 
nie O 9" the his great min, in explaining . 


E * e cxanine the State of this Re- , 
as it was originally drawn up, with great 


Gere and 0 HS honturable Gene 


py 


/ „„ 
| C26.) 
tleman Himſelf, in order to obviate the ObjeQi- 
00s to this Duty, from the Charge of collecting it. 

He ſets out with endeavouring to make a Di- 
ftin&ion between the groſs Charge and the groſs 
Produce ; which He could not, at that Time, be- 
lieve would ever impoſe on any Body in Paper; 
for He is too well acquainted with the Revenues 
(eſpecially with the civi/ Lif Part of them) not to 
know that in all the Revenues both of the Cuftoms 
and Exciſes, They are conſtantly charg'd, in the 
fame Manner, by the Officers, (who certainly know - 
beſt ) as a groſs Produce ; and yet there is as much 
Pretence that They ſhould be 8 groſs 
Charge, as there is in this Particular; 5 

are as liable to be leſſen d by prompt Payments 
Drawbacks, upon Exportation, as This is. Nay, it 
cannot, in the very Nature of the Thing, be o- 
therwiſc than a groſs Produce, ſubject to ſuch Diſ- 
counts for prompt Payment, as other Duties are, 
and to ſuch Encouragements, as are given for the 
Exportation of Malt and Bounties on Corn ; yet no 
Man ever pretended that the grofs Produce of tho 
Exciſe was therefore only a groſs Charge; or that 
the old Subſidy was fo, becauſe it paid the Boun- 
| ties of Corn out of it. 2 5. 

I cannot forbear ga in this Place, that 
the bonourable Gentleman hath got a moſt ingeni- 

ous Knack of inyenting Cant Words and Phraſes, | 
"ods He finds Himſelf under a Neceſſity of pu- 
zhng and perplexing an Argument. We may re- 
member chat a few Years ago, We were taught to 
diſtinguith between Debts incurr d and Debts in- 
creas a, real” Debts and nominal Debts, &c. At 

another Time, the ſame Kind of Diſtinction was 
trumpt up between oftenfible Treaties and 10n-often- 
Able Treaties ; 101 now berw een a a groſs n _ s, 


25 . ke 5 
e : & 1 
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a" groſs Produce : but as all theſe political: Subthties E 
are made Uſe of to ſerve much the ſame Turns, I | 
doubt not they will meet with the ſame Succeſs; | 
I mean the CE TINY oF the Pubs 

| lick, - 
| Perhaps, it may be thought tedious alt * 
to enter into the particular Articles of that 
Account, which che honourable Gentleman - was v 
pleas d to give us, and his Advocate: hath ſince | 
publiſh'd, as the Foundation of his Diſtinction be- 
tween a groſs Charge and a groſs Produce: The 
Fallacies of it may be ny HOT by. 
Thoſe, who arc concerned in the evenue, or have: 
made the leaſt E jury _ uch Affairs; but as 
theſe Sheets are or the 3 of 
oor — — nd che'whole 8 ofche- 
Gentlemar's Argument, both within Doors and 
without, lies in the Force of this Diftinfion ; it 
may be expected that 1 thould give it a particular 
Examination. S495 H 
It is ſurprizing — ee Ya it could 
enter into any one's Thoughts that the Article f 
20,0001. for prompt Payment ſhould be only a 
groſs Charge ; for who can conceive: how this Mo- 
ney is paid any otherwiſe than by delivering to the 
Dealers ſuch a Quantity of Salt, of which the 
Duty ſhall amount to thay Sum ; and is not This 
| 1 within the Kingdom, and does not every 0 
Body, that uſes it, pay the Duty of 35. 4d. a 
Buſhel for it, without Diſtinction? Is it not there- 
fore a Sum of Money, which, though rais d on the 
| A does not come into the net Produce?” | 
the ſame Nature is the Allowance for Waſte on 
Salt carried Coaft-wiſe, which He allows may ne- 


yer happen; but the Reverſe is true; for inſtead 
of an 2 there is a great Increaſe ; for Which 
Wellen pay che 1 _ — hel. The Sub 
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beds. or heck « Babbel now 3 » 


© three 
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poſed on — 


te Benefit of the Dealer; 


on this 


d. im 


laying 


14. 2 


proves that, 
_ ther Tar 


it muſt de — 


Quantities, — 1, . 


it ſo 
— 
ſold by Retail in ſma/ler 


muſt buy 
is 


| © berd that even to 
Fu! 


4 


at leaſt, anocher Duty of 6.4; s Buſtel laid on the 
Conf nſumer, for fl pee ere Sr, fr Pa | 
| —_— all upon the poore, var Pen- | 
A — y more than the Rich for what | | 
a5 e 2 Spe: this neceſſar Commodity. 1 
I Zelere it will — ny the Proportion of 
Increaſe * — in — Salt, by laying on 
the Duty, w verage, throughout 
2 2 many inland Coun 
2 even in thoſe 
Parts, that are near the da Works it muſt be remem- 
berd 5 che. Allowance of 3 6 of 
carrying it iſe, as They have at London. 
if, notwi his, n 
IR * A 
We may reckon Dur ty at 4.5. 4 Buſhel, paid by 
the Conflager, who 3 Bafbel, notwitk- 
eee Dealers 3 
Let us therefore, in this C 
cording to his om Account, that > a = Sende, 
2 ge 31, 0000. 
allow d for prompt P Salt 


2oi/e, will „ 68 
2 ee a 
| 13,620 J. a Year; which for three Tears is mio 
E OL and if what is fold by Retail, under 


e Ea Bel us 1h! ge e, 
| it, at a ars 
| the Whol, that additional 69. a ate odd 
12 59,2021» Year; » which for har Years 
is 117 would _ be 
22 which is what muſt be raiſed on the 


: 5 highly probable os foe So 
greater our. paying for 

Stich the Duties 3 and of which it is 
Wee ee ee e But if we 


4 


Rock Salt melted.. 


2 with this Author, that all the Inbabitants in 
„England are eight Millions; (though he ſays. he 


might compute them at more ;) it they uſc, on 


wich another, but a Peck of Salt in 2 Lear; 


(which every Body will think is nuch too little) 
_ and if, from the Duty and advanced Price, of. it, 


They only one Shilling per Peck more for it 
"than They did before the Tax was laid ; in that 
.Caſc, I fay, there would be raiſed on the Conſ? 
a yearly ſum of 400, 000 J. which for three Tears 
e Poole will e by coſe 
am, rais'd on will appear by conſi 
dering the other Articles of * * 5 
In That of 120,000 J. charged for Salt export 
it muſt be ohſerved that there is an Allowance fc 


Male to the Amount of 4 Buſhels in 40; ſo that, 


upon the proper Certificate return d of the Expor- 
tation of 36 Buſhels of Salt, the Bond is diſcharg- 


d, which was | hag to pay the Duty; and there- 
art of this 4 Buſhels is, by any 
- ways. or means, found to be made uſe _—— 


is 4 fraudulent Deduction from the Duty, 


- 


Ae Sumo, 36,0001 a Tear is charg d for 
This ariſes from an Allowance 
f ten Pound\Weight of Salt in Sixty-froe, Duty 
22 from a Suppaſition of ſo much Waſte, by re- 


it into white Salt; whereas I am credibly 


informed, that Rock Salt, diffoly'd in fab Water, 
Vill produce its on Weight in wubite Salt; and, 
when diſſolvd in Sea Water, will make one fourth 
Part more than its oum Weight; from whence it 


. follows,' that an Allowance of ten Pound Weight 


People. 1 


in Sixty-frve is a Deduction of ſo much from the 
evenut, whilſt the Duty for it is paid by the. 
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and undoubted]! 
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commonly tak 
the Revenue, without 2 
—_— 85 * t Quantities of Salt: They 4 
 - Th en the Officers eyen examine = 2 | 
, , v is cured 15 home Conſumption, 2 
; * They allow the e, ny chat 10 enportea, 


Knwnery where 
the gr 


. {2 | N J 


"other 6 Pres OT if They were not pen from 


— — to conſeſs This Him- 
8 Hf in another Hace, when it is to ſi 
1 favourite Scheme of a general Raise; | 
ays, p. 61, that — Frauds are 2 
6 rs rom the Duties being paid on Importation, | 
- aud 3 allowed om exporting them again. 
Now are not all Exciſes, where 'Drawhacks are 
Sm as ſubject to the ſame Frauds and _ 
© Teniencies as any Cuffoms whatlocver ? . 
—— chiv Kd, gr 10 por: Money 
rauds, of this but to 
into the Pockets of the knaviſh "ep or corrupt 
ine, according to this worthy 
Author, that fi all the Allowances to be 
One intire Fraud, it would reduce the Price of Sali 
10 leſs than 16 d. per Buſbel, era, 
as was never publiſhed before in plain Engl 
2 e it be ſuppoſed that the Dealers and 
? Officers will break through all Oaths and tun 
the Hazard of the ſevereft Penalties, in pure Cha- 
_ = to their Neighbours,” that They may be able 
4 Them have Sali the choaper?' This is con- 
2 ning Them into a fort of cxanrTtaBLE Cor- 
© SOKATION,' for the Relief of induftrious Poor, and 
is ſuch an Argument Tor ſoftening the Rigour ot 
the Laws, it — 4 of Smuglers, as I _ Hot 
Rave expected to fee propagated through the King- 
dom by any Gemlemen at the Head of 5 — 
1 but it ſhews the wretehed Shitts, to which he mult 


| 93 ? For to ima 


be reduced when He thinks" it neceſſarv to vent 

ſuch Doctrines; for can he be ignorant that it hath 
always been a ebnſtant Objection againſt ſuch Heavy 
20 Duties, where numerous Drawbacks and Allowances 


maſt be made; that the Corruptions and Perjuvics, 


„ curl attending em e e * probable 


NWA 8 2 — 1 8. * ann „ - We and 15 


7 G 


FTI 


ay 


E Means to deſtroy allen of Oaths and 
9% amongſt the Bulk t the People; which 
every wiſe Government” ſhould ' endeavour to pre- 
vent? —— Nay, can this honourable Gentleman 
have forgot, what but lately appeared in Parlia- 
ment, that ſome conſiderable Eſtates have been 
raiſe by fraudulent Drawbacks and Allowances of 
this Nature? . 

Before We leave the Conſideration of this A- 
count, it is neceſſary to obſerve that there ought to 
be ſeveral material Alterations ; for the homurable 
_ Gentleman takes the net Produce, paid into the 
Exchequer, to be the net produce of the _ - 
whereas the rea), net A oy, according to bis 
own OY i, | 1 


eee e . 186.358 
3 | Bounties e Tom 
The Proc for Elan, ehe; 


Add to This, as undoubredly unde „ 
i be, the Allowance for-proup 20965 
F. ne — „ is a" - 1 4 | 


6 2 333 Fg 8 # * * * 


The Se died 10 Ble, to dale 2 
n in 8 way, der 2 


_ - 
As - 1 3 pee 
wo - 
- * 
a & Þ 
2 3 W * 
3 N # 5 
* Ll 
Ex 1 e 5 - 
SF 4 ah 6 7 
7 
. + 5 * F 2 = el. 
2 © 7 EE=% * 1 * N 4 4 * 3 
— 
* 4 -L 3 127 
"4 E66 
D 2 Foe 
: i 2 % WY > * 
7 
* - 


8) 


"By „ 42 ts. 
a Bulb Bo cd — 127 


L 4 2 ; 8 5 F PP 
f * th alli; £3Jz OY » 4 i s 3 
# 1 
5 o 


N W "9, (QA 18 
9 106 r Clint. in this Fart of the y 


is about . 
i &a 2 3% 4, F 
* * ** - * * ” - 5 
* 2 
* 


EF: 
I : _ PE © 
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5 pleas d to inſit unte — in 
x the Tatar of che 19,0004. for Bountics, 
ation. of f Tiſh ſhould be removed 
, e , and replacd on the Dutics 
on — a due — of the 25,000 l. for 
Charges of ent. to be allowed for 
this Part of the /a/t Duty; but as theſe Dutics 
create no new 2 to the Charges 0 Mn” 
ment, when paid out of the Cuſtoms, We preſume 
i will nor, if p out of the Exciſe ; but that 
Officers and Charges of Management would be 
jult the ſame, whether theſe Bounties arc Paid out 
ol the ſalt Duty, or not. 
©" This Teads me to the next Point, to be con- 
fiderd in this uiry; viz. the Difference of 
Expence to the Pu ck . 
the Charges of 4 which 
Ne 2 e a 
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| ling Off, one Onec this Ba : 
Hed, L 1 the | 
of Managentemt, will not be) 
diſputed to 2 Addition to the 
tterence of railing this 500,000 4; 
* * or the Eda l 
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well 4 b ale A of the 

e 2 
; 2 ſe of Commons the en 

5 Adden e ee more, which 
manner; vix. when the ſeveral Articles 

of Drawbacks, Allowances, Charges . — 


- 


. on the met Produce, f it may perhaps 
other Payment of 2 Fagncn $UBSIDY, to Dex. 


_ annual Penſan 


(39 


dun and * 2 net Sts 1 into the Exchcque Y 


aq put together ſhort of the. 
Produce of this en which is 476,000 4. 
the Sum of 37,800 J. T hat is, 54001. per ws 
Whether Tbis is occlion'd | 2 the omiſſion *. 
any Article of n or by any Arrear remain- 
ing in the Hands Hort, can be beſt. 
5 the 0 who made up the 
8 is certain thar This is a farther 
ien Sum of 16, 200 L. raisd yu che People 
in 3 Years; ang in Cale it ſhould 1 24 | 
make good ar- 


Maak. 
1 Waere ie "will be obje&tcd that T have omitted 
ED of attending the Lanu- 
* for 1 © of _ Agents s for Taxes , but Wis is 
well known' BN This is à very aſcleſs Ex 


the Publick being calculated TG to tn! 0 5 1 
5 the Name of Salaries, out 


of. the Lad og and this Writer Himſelf t 
P: 17, that it is kept up without any Parliament 


 Alloaquice, or Authority. But as tar as this ce | 


cb 70 to the preſent ueſtion, it will not anſwer 
urpoſe, for which £ is mention'd; fince the 
ebf 755 C amntiſſion $ juſt the 3 whether 


T7 is 4 Shin, or ole Shilling in 
nee Mud en ry Pepgrot 
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e * Add this Article of 40601. to the 
other Sum of 13, 500 J. allowed by Parliament, 
_ *. He asks, with an Air of Triumph, where' is the 
va Difference between” 18,000 k for the pens pl 
Management Ppt the Land Tax and 22,0001. 
- the Salt Duty? N „He is fo proud of this . 
covery, that the Difference between them is ſo 
ſmall, that in another Part of his work, He fairly 
puts the whole ſtate of the Queſtion upon it; ſor 
4 He ſays, it hath not one Objection in 1 the world | 
4 againff it, that bears the lea Weight, but the 
58 of Management. Now. becauſe the Land 
| Tax is colletted for. about 4000 J. or if it were 
even 40,000 l.) leſs than the Salt Duty; would 
Jon, or would 8 enable Fudge, preſer the 
former, ſbould it to be the mo uncqual, - 
* ' grievous, Pos pe Tax, that ever was raisd 
Ou @ ſuſfering'' People, through the Neceſſities of 
* their Aﬀairs 7 
| | No. certaialy, if the Caſe really tod, as He 
4 hath put it; but how hath He done This? Why 
bj Firſt of all He reduces the Charges of Management 
from 250000. as He ſtates it Himſelf in one 
Page, to 22,000 J. in the very next, without giv- 
ing any Reaſon for it; and then asks'where is the 
© great Difference between this Sum and 1 8,0004.: for 
the Charges of collecting the Land 'Tax, which is 
- likewiſe A higher than it ought, or need to 
de? Nay, He reckons but ove Tear's Charge of 
col the Salt Duty, inſtead of Three z, but it is 
evident from the ſeveral Articles beforementioned, 
that the Difference of Expence to the: om is 
almoſt four Times 40, 0000. inſtead of 4000 l. as 
He ſtates it, 25 Part of the 
whole Sum to be raid de. 
It is farther to be conſidered that the Susi of 
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viſion the Dealers in halt made, on the Proſſ pect of 
the Duty's being renew d, and that Stock in Hand 

is not tax d; in this Cate, I fay, We thall run in 

Debt and be oblig d to ſupply the Deficiencies by 
4 new Fund ; and the Charges of Management, tho” | 
the Sum rais d is leſs, will yet be the fame. 3 
As this Writer could not but be very ſenſible 
that the great Inequality of the Salt Tas, by the 
Diſtinction made between England and Scotland, 

che fr/# paying, 3 8. 4 d. and the other only one 

hilling per BYyjbe7)' on the Revival of this Duty for 
the rurrent Service of- the Tear, would appear very 
extraordinary; He takes no ſmall Pains to diſguiſe 
and miſreprefent the true State of the Caſe, and 
Endeayours to amuſe the Reader with ridiculous 
Complaints of the Hardſhips, which were put or 
1 Gegen of North Britain 5 becauſe Thoſe; 

who oppoſed ?his Tax, moved that the Duty (it 
laid on) ſhould be the ſame in both Parts of the u- 
nited Kingdom; when, in Truth, the Nature and 
Reaſon of the Thing itſelf required that the Que- 
ſtion ſhould be plain and clear; viz. That a Duty 
Of '3 $: 4 4. per Buſhel ſpould be laid on all Salt con 
ſumed within this Kingdom; and not made in ſuch 
a complicated Manner as the honourable Gentle 
man propos'd it, vis. To revive the ſeveral Dutics 

6n Home made Salt, granted by the ſeveral Af s 
11 5th and 6th of King William and Ducen 
Mary, aud the gth and1cth of K. William; for 

by this Manner of wording it, a Number of Pre- 
viſo's and Penalties, annexed to theſe As, was re- 
vived; before the Hauſe had entered into any Con- 
fiderarion of the Conſequences of them; the Irs 
conveniencics of which the Parliament had, fincet & 
paſting thoſe Acts, been obliged to remedy: By lug 
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quent Laws, in order to enable us to prevent 
* . | Frauds 
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2 equally, in both Parts of the united Kings 
Whether the wording the Queſtion in this Man- 
ner was with a Deſign (as ſome think) wholly to 

exempt Scotland from paying any Thing towards 
the Supply of the Year, in Lieu of the one Shilling, 
. the Land Tax, I ſhall not affirm; but 
it the Queſtion had paſs d in the Words firſt propos d. 
by the honourable Gentleman, This muſt have been 
the Conſequence; for theſe Ads, having been paſs d 
betore the Union, could not affect Scat l aud; and that 
This was intended, many are ſtill inclined to believe 
ſor ſeveral Reaſogs; but when is was taken Notice 
of in the Houſe, it could not be ſupported, and 
the Gentleman was forced to mend his own Que- 
ſtion, by adding theſe Words, (aud all the Duties 
chargeable on Home made Salt in Great Britain), 
and declared, at the fame I ime, that He was not 
too o to learn. It is probable that the. honoura- 
He Gentleman might likewiſe be aware that if the 
Reſolution had paſs'd in this Manner, it would have 
fallen render Conſideration and Debate, when the 
Bill itſelt was brought into the Houſe, and endan- 
ger the paſſing it. 6 | 3 
This being the true State of the Caſe, if the 
Gentlemen of Vorth Britain thought the Tax of 
35 44 fe Buffet could not be cqually borne by. 
the united Kingdom, They might, without any 
Difficulty, and with great Juſtice and Reaſon, have 
voted againſt reuiuing the Duty itſelf; ſince it could 
not be done without ſuch a Piſtinction and Inc- 
quality as might create a Difference and Uncaſinceſs- 
between the two Kingdoms. In which Caſe, fome 
other more equal. Tax. might have been propoſed in 
the Place of it. For if the Duty was reyived for 
the curreat Service of zhe Tear, They very well 2 — 


- 


-_ 


that there was no Pretence, from any Article of 
the Union, to claim this Exemption; it having been 
laid down by the Commiſtners of both King- 
&oms, when they treated the Union, as the firſt 
Foundation of it, that there ſhould be an Equality 
of Exciſes, Cuſtoms, and ail other Taxes.throughout - 
[the united Kingdom. | 
And in the 8th Article of the Union, ſettled 
and ſigned by the Commiſſioners of England and 
Scotland, it is ſtipulated and agreed, Thar Scotland 
ball, for the Space of ſeven Years after the Union, 
- be exempt from paying in Scotland for Salt, made 
there, the Duty or Exciſe now payable for Salt 
made in England; but from the Expiration of 
be ſail ſeven Tears, ſball be ſubje# and liable to the 
fame Duties for Salt made in Scotland, as ſpball then 
be payable for Salt made in England. For when 
the Commiſſioners of Scotland propoſed to have the 
Exemption for ever, it was expreſly refuſed by the 
Com oners of England, as appears by the Pro- 
| ccedings. upon the Treaty of Union; and the Con- 
ſent given by the Commiſſioners of Scotland, that 
Scotland ſhould pay the ſame Duty for Salt, that Eng- 
land did, at the End of ſeven Years, ſhews that 
They, who were much better acquainted with the 
Circumſtanees of Scutland than cither this Writer, or 
his Patron, did not think it ſuch an intolerable 

Barthen as he is pleaſed to repreſent it. | 
It is true, that when the Articles of Union came 
to be conſider d in the Parliament of Scotland, a 
Handle was taken by Thoſe, who. oppoſed the 
Union it ſelf, to make a great Clamour againſt 
this Duty; rather in Hopes to defeat the Union, 
under this Pretence, than from the abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity of this Indulgence ; and England conſented 
to the Exemption tor ſeven Nears, to prevent this 
E 2 Deſign 


Delign of the Enemies of the Union, from. taking 
lac. | | | „ 
It is therefore very untruly aſſerted by this 
Mriter, that the Reaſon of their Exemption from 
the 25. 4d. per Buſhel, was becauſe it exceeded 
an equal Proportion to every other Quota; an Exe, 
preiſion, which it is plain, from the ninth Article 
ol the nion, relates only to the Land Ius; and 
this Writer might as well argue that there th uld 
have been a Difference made in all the Duties, both 
ot Exciſe and Cuſtoms, between England and Scot- 
land, becauſe of the diſſerent Circumſtances. of 
wy. two Kingdoms; which muft have made the 
Union it {cli impracticable. 5 
Whereas, in Truth, the chief Motive for this 
Exemption was, that the 25. 4d. per Buſhel was 
wholly appropriated to the Payment of the Debts 
pf England, contracted before the Union ; and if this 
ty had, at that Lime, been laid on Scotland, 
hey muſt have had an Equivalent in Money fr. 
England tor it. On this Account it has 2 
to our Advantage, that it was granted to them; 
for if it had not, it would only have increas d the 
Loſſes, which England has ſufſer d on the Head 
of Equivalents. _ | POLY 
But the Tax on Salt being look d upon by 
the Commiſſioners of both Kingdoms to be a very 
gricvous Burthen upon the People of England, 
the Scotch Commiſſioners were juſtly apprehenſive 
that the Parliament of Great Britaio would, be- 
fore the Expiration of the Sven Tears, ſubſti- 
tute ſome other more reaſonable Tax in its Place; 


and thereforę they wiſely ſtipulated that, in ſuch a 
_ Cale, Scotland ſhould bear its Proportion to the 
faid Fund, but have an Equivalent in the Terms 


of the Treaty; becauſe apy ſuch Duty muſt 580 
a ad, * 


* 


been applicable to the Payment of the _— 
England; and whoever compares the Sth and 1 

Articles of the Union, will fee that This is the 
plain Senſe and Meaning of them. | 

However, this Caſe having never happen'd, but 
the Salt Duties having been aboliſhed for the Eaſe of 
the poor ManufaGurers, and being now revived for 
the Supplies of the Tear, they are certainly much 
more ſtrongly oblig'd to pay equally with Eng- 
land than for any Lax, that might have been rais'd 
in Lieu of it, towards Payment of the Debrs of 
England, contracted before the Union. at 
But that I may not be charged with any cruel 
Intentions towards Scotland, as this Writer may 
inſinuate, I ſt all not enter into that large Field of 
Diſpute, which this Subject will admit of; but 
will tor once, in my Turn, take the Liberty to af» 
ſert that the fundamental Rights of England, eſta- 
bliſhed by the [/1ion, may be prequdic'd as well as 
the e Ig; Rights _ Scotland ; and whether 
an Equality of 'T axes, for the common Suppliss #- 
the * is not one of them, I ſhall leave the Wo 
to judge. „ 1 

believe the honourabhle Gentleman will allow 

that thoſe Perſons, who two Years ſince join d in 
aboliſhing this Tax, had not the leaſt Intention of 
reviving it again, to the Prejudice of Scotland; and 
therefore if the Reproaches are juſt, that the lay- 
ing it on Scalaud would have been illegal, and 
zricking, contrary to Faith, Honour and Humanity, 
with all the hard Words ſo plentifully beſtow'd up- 
on it by this Writer, to whom do theſe Reproaches 
belong; to Thoſe, who made the Propoſal of rovi. 
wing this Tax; or to Thoſe, who being ſenfible of 
the great Hardſhips it would occation both to 
England and Scotland, conftantly and vigorouſly, 
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for many Da oppos d every St tawards rhe 
| Reoieal of rhis heavy Duty? e 


And whether Srotlond "60 moſt Reaſon to thank 

7, who promoted it, for the unequal Manner, 
in which this Exemption is made in their Fayour ; or 
to reſent the Hazard, to which they were expo- 
ſed, of bearing the whole 35. 49. per Buſhel, (and 
of which they are ftill in Danger) I ſhall leave 
to conſider. 

But the ill Conſequences, which, in this reſpect, 


mighr have procceded trom it, ſeem to be a very 


ſtrong on why it ſhould not have been at- 
tem ; and the Gentlemen, who d it, muſt 
be A to have acted with great Prudence and 
Juftice, in propoſing that fince it was for the cur- 
rent Service of the Tear,» the Duty ſhould be equal 
in beth Kingdoms; that one Part of the Repreſen- 
4 of the united Kingdom might not be tempt- 
ed, by the Appearance of any deluitvc Advantages, 

to join in fixing ſo heavy and 411c7:121 4 Tax on the 
Peaple of England on; ſince it cannot but tend 
to keeping up invidious Diſtinctions between 
= To Parts of the united Kingdom, to 4 © ae 
on one Side of the Taveed, pay 15. per e 
3 and e other 358. 4d. tor 
the common Support of the Government; eſpecially 
+ gay. eee at the Time of the 


nion, that the People . Scotland can purchaſe 


the ſame Quantity of Salt for three Schillings prime 
Coft, 15 coſts 8 People of England 105. 64. 


and conſequently makes the Duty of 35. 4d. Hl 


_ icyous and uncqual to Us. 
Exp ll ons be deve hex ay who 
ee live a very hard laborious Life, arc 
Nee of Fleſh-meat to ſupport them ; 5 
which is uſually Sali Proviſſon; whereas the 


Pacer of Scotland, who are generally "aycrſe to ha 
| 7, | 


5 - live very well on Oatmeal, and Things of that 
—— f 
This ſhews how highly ridiculous it is in this 
Writer, to ſuppoſe that the 3s. 44. per Buſhel on 
Salt would be UTTER - DESTRUCTION to 
the People on that Side of the Tweed, who make the 
leaſt Uſe of it, but IEC to Thoſe on the 
other Side of the River, who cannot ſubſiſt with- 
out -it. : TS 
But it is yet more remarkable in this Proceed- 
ing, that the Diſtinction, which-is made between the 
two Kingdoms, under the Shew of a Favour to 
Scotland, is in Reality otherwiſe ; there being more 
Money rais'd by this Tax on that Kingdom; for 
the one Shilling per Buſhel ny will coſt the People 
above 25, 00 J. in the three Tears, which is above 
double the one Shilling in the Pound on Land, and 
above half of the Tax on Salt is eaten up by the 
+ Charges of Management. | | L 
From hence we may juſtly conclude that there 
was ſome other Mctive, beſides: Lenderneſs to 
Scotland, which made ſome People ſo earneſt and 
zealous for reviving this heavy Tax on England. 
They might, perhaps, be partly induced to This 
from a Perſuaſion that the Duty of one Shilling 
jr BufpeF would come in Aid, to make good any 
ayments, to which the Revenues of Scotland arc 
liable, as it did before; and confequently that not 
a Shilling of it will come from Scotland towards the 
Sutply of the Tear, but be all fwallowd up, as 
the other Revenues of that Kingdom now are, by 
their increaſed Civil Lift Eftabliſhment, Charges of 
Management, Penfjons, &c. the regular Payment 
of which Articles, it is very well known, was 
thought to be in Danger, and met with ſome 
Interruption, by taking away this ſmall- Sum of 
about 400 /. per Annum. I 


* 
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So nicely had they calculated their reſpectige 
Shares of the whole ene of that Kingdum: 
It is certainly very eaſy to ſhew; in numerous In- 
ſtances, that Eugland hath acted with a very gene- 
rous Regard to Scotland, ſince they put themlelves 
into our Hands, or ſubjected themſelves to our 
Power, as this Writer expreſſes it, to no End, that 
J can fec; unleſs to create Jealouſies between us; 
for I think they can no more be ſaid properly to 
be in the Power of the Parliament of Great Britain 
now, than one County is in the Power of the ole 
Legiſlature ; and contrary to. the Inſinuations of 
this Writer, it will be very evident to any one, who 
will examine into. the Tranſactions between the zo 
Kingdoms, _ a very unuſual and uncommon 
Conduct, the Weak, as he calls them, have taken 
Advantage of the Strong; and, to oblige him, I 
fall take a little Notice how dear a Purchaſe this 
one Shilling per Buſhel on Salt has been to Eug- 
and. | "> PE Ons 
In Confideration of This, they were allowed the 
me Bounties and Allowances, and were intitled to 
all the Advantages in the Fiſhery, that England en- 
joyed. They were farther allowed a Bounty of 
10 8. on every Barrel of white Herrings, and 5 &. 
on ever Barrel of Beef or Pork exported; a Charge, 
which we yeere afterwards forced to extend to Eng- 
lun, to preſerve an Equality of Trade; and when 
theſe Bounties were altered by an Act of the 5th of 
the late King, to prevent Frauds in the Salt Duty, 
Scotland was ſtill a Gainer by the Alteration. | 
By the Accounts delivered into Parliament it ap- 
ears that, from the Time of the Union to Michael. 
mat 1730, They have received for Bounties, more 
than hath been rais d by this Shilling per Buſhel, 
and the Duties on foreign Salt, the Sum of one hun- 
Bred thirty-four thouſand,” free hundred and +4 
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four Pounds. Nay, even at this Time, the Bounties 
paid in Scotland are, at the loweſt Medium, above 
7000 J. per Ann. and the Produce of this Shilling © 
per Bube! is not quite 4000 J. per Ann. 
Ins the Year after the Union, by an Act of the 
7th of the late Queen, Scotland obtain d an Allow- 
ance of Twenty eight T houſana,four Hundred and Fifty 
Pounds, for Bounties of Fiſh and Fleſh exported, on 
a2 Pretence that the Foreign Salt, with which they 
were cured, was N into Scotland be ſore tlie 
. Union ; with another Clauſe, by which it was en- 
acted, That incaſe the Duties on Salt were not ſuf- 
ficient to pay their Bounties, they ſhould be paid, 
with Preference to other Payments, out of the Ex- 
ciſe and Cuftoms. J 
By this Means, - and their increasd Charges of 
Management, Civil Lift, Penſions, &c. beforemens 
tion'd, England has been deprived of 2 greater Sum 
towards Payment of the National Delt than I care 
to mention; and for which we paid a very valuable 
Conſideration, by Way of Equivalent. Theſe few 
Particulars will, J hope, ſatisfy the World, as 
well as the honoutable a that we have not 
deen backward in our Generoſity and Indulgences 
to Scotland; and every 1, r will, I believe, 
think that when the Sa/t-Duty was Revin'd, it 
would have been very reaſonable that it ſhould have 
been ſufficient, at leaff, to pay their Boumties; fince 
lit would have been much better for England that Scot- 
land ſhould pay no Sat-Tax, than that they ſhould 
on this Account take from theſe Revenues, which 
we have purchaſed, a mych greater Sam than theſe 
Duties produce. 5 3 
I am as ready as either the Panzgyrif, or his 
Patron can be, to acknowledge the Benefits and 
Advantages of the Union ; but whether all the 
"Irmprevements have W of it, which 1 
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have been expected or thoſe Inconveniences, which 
ve felt before, have been wholly removed; and 
© whether ſome orbers, which We now feel, might not 
have been prevented, to the better Security and 
Safety of our Liberties, I ſhall leave to the Judg- 
ö | ment of both Parts of the united Kingdom. 
i 13 We come now to ſome other Paſſages of his Book, 
| which deſerve a few curſory Animadverſions. 
He often aſſerts, or inſinuates, chat taking off 
the Salt Duty hath been found to be of very little 
Advantage to the * wa In anſwer to This, it 
muſt be conſider d, that though the Parliament 
gave us this Relief two Years ago, the Tax can- 
not properly be ſaid to have been off above a Near 
aud a Onarter; during which Time; it is well 
- known that the Craft of the Dealers hath, under 
various Pretences, hinder'd the Nation from re- 
ceiving that Benefit which the Parliament deſigndd 
Them, and which a longer Courſe of Time muft 
have given Them; from whence an Handle is tak- 
en to inſult the Nation in the moſt cruel Manner, 
by telling Them that taking off the 72x hath been 
no Eaſe to Them; but I doubt not They will, on a 
proper occaſion, ſhew their Reſentment againſt the 
: 7 — of ſuch Writers, who endeavour to impoſe 
"theſe Deluſions upon them. — =, 
Thbere cannot be a more falſe, or ſhameleſs Aſſer- 
tion, than that this Duty is no Burthen on the Ma- 
uring of Lands and the Navigation of Great Bri. 
tain; for if That were really the Caſe, an Exemp- 
tion of Salt, made uſe of on thoſe occaſions, could 
have made no Diminution of the Duty ; and there- 
fore T ſhould be glad to know the Reaſons for re- 
jecting the wo Clauſes, offer'd tor that Purpoſe. 
W hat he ſays, that ſou Salt is deliver d, Duty- 
free from the Pits, for mauuring Land, can "a= 


only a very few Counties, and therefore is little or 
nothing to the Purpoſe. 1 5 
Oft the ſame Nature are his Aſſertions, relating to 
the Exportation of Proviſons and home Conſump— 
tion, eſpecially among the Farmers; mot one of 
which objections, fays He, wilt bear Examinatics. 
_ T hall not give my ſelf, or the Reader, the need- 
leſs Trouble of entering into thoſe minute Calcula- 
tions on this Subject, which fall up ſo many Pages 
of his Letter ; for it is certain that if the Charge 
of Paſturage or Price of Proviſions are leſs, where 
there is no Land-Tax, as he tells us Himſelt, the Price 
of Provi/ions muſt be increaſed by any Duty, which 
is laid immediately upon them. | : 
But let us for once allow the LZetter-Writer's own 
Computation, that there are Sixteen Perſons in a Farm 
of 100 l. a Year; and that every Man pays no more 
than ove Shilling per annum, on account of the Salt 
Duty. This amounts, in zhree Years, to 21. 8 5. 
(tor the Tax is not laid for us Tears and three 
 ©rarters only, as He would inſinuate) and there- 
fore ſuppoſing the Farmer to be the Land-Owner 
at the ſame "Lime, and to be rated at no more than 
one Shilling in the Pound, as He puts it Himſelf, 
when there is a #20 Shilling Land-Tax ; does He, 
in that Caſe, fave any more than two Shillings 
by an Abatement of oze Shilling on the Land- 
Tax? But it may be truely ſaid that che Charge 
of Salt is double what this Writer computes it at 
to Thoſe, who live chiefly on ſalt Proviſons; for 
it is falſe that Farmer's Men live more than half 
the Tear upon the Produce of the Dairy and the 
Garden. At leaſt in all the Counties, where I 
have ever been, They ſeldom or never cat Greens, 
Peas, or Beans, without pickled Pork, ſalt Beef, 
ACN We Inn P 
e e | Bur, 


But, it ſeems, the Land hath paid Stxrr rIyR 
MxIIorts at leaſt, within theſe laſt forty I cars; 

and He ſhould have done his honourable Patron 
the Juſtice to obſerye that TWELVE MrILIONS of 
this Sum have been rais d under his own Adminiſ- 

tion, during an uninterrupted Peace for ten Years; 
and that theſe twelve Millions bear the Proportion 
ol near 3 to 4 of the Sum raiſed during 30 Years: 
War ; fince the ſhort Intervals between icarce de- 
ſerve the Name of Peace. This was an Expence, 
which nothing could have juſtify d, or made tolerable 
to the Kingdom, but the juſt Importance of the 
Cauſe; the Preſervation of our Religion and Liber- 
res; but I believe few People in the Kingdom now. 
_ vant to be ſatisfied that both theſe great Bleſſings 
would have been full as ſafe as they are at preſent, 
in caſe we had not kept up ſuch an unuſual Num- 
ber of Standing Forces in time of Peace; ſent. ſuch. 
Squadrons to the Baltict, &c. paid ſuch Foreign 
 Subjiates, Vates of Credit, &c. we then tis demon- 
ſtrable that not one Shilling of this tuelue Millions 
would have been raiſed on thoſe Country Gentlemen, 
whoſe Cafe this great Patriot 1o pathetically 
laments ; which is the moſt convincing Proof of 
his Tenderneſs and Compaſſion for them. +6 
If we conſider farther that, during the Space of 
about eleven Tears paſt, there hath nor, I believe, 
been a leſs Sum than Seventy three Millions raiſed 
on the People, reckoning the Annual Supplies, 
Civil Lift, Charges 2, Management, Intereft of our. 
Detrs, and the Sinking Fund that as the greateſt. 
part of this Money is mixed with the Croik-Lif 
Revepues ; ſo it requires, for that Reaſon, | no 
Imall Care, and great Integrity to do Juſtice to the 
Publick, in the duc Application of it to the rel» 
pectye Branches, to which the ſeveral Dutics are 
12 . 5 appro⸗ 
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appropriated; I ſay, if we conſider all This, it is 
— * that a e Examination and In- 
ſpection into the Collection, Diſribution and Diſs 
poſtion of this immenſe Sum, raiſed in time of Peace, 

would give the greateſt Content and higheſt Satis- 
faction to the Nation mu 
For we may — affirm, that it is the large 
Sum, that ever paſſed through the Hands of any 
one Minifter fines the Nation had a Being; and 
it having appeared to the Houſe, in more than 


one Inſtance, that the moſt careful Officers are li- 


ble to Miſtales, as well as that one whole Revenue' 


was loſt for ſome time, whilſt the honourable Gen-. 


tleman was wholly intent on ſettling and fixing the 
Bailance of Power in Europe; ſince it is poſſible that 
it may now require as great watchfulneſs to pre- 
ſerve it; and conſequently that He cannot himſelf 
have leiſure to attend this geod and great Fork; I am 
fully perſuaded that He could not do a more ac- 
ceptable Service to his Country, than to propoſe and 
engourage the choice gf a Committee, to begin and 
perfect fo uſetal and defireable an Inquiry ; from 
which, it is not to be doubted, as great Bene- 
fits and Advantages would redound to the Publick, 
a from any of thoſe laudable Enquiries, which have 
lately given ſo much Joy and Satisfaction to the 
. Whole Kingdom. YU RY We bs . 
I am fare, at leaſt, that This would do the ho- 
 wourable Gentleman more real Honour than a thou- 
' fand fulſome Panegyricks, or as many bold and intre- 
pid Defiances to his Enemies, whilit He is ſecurd 
by his Power, * 8 

I believe This will not be thought an impertinent 
Digreſſion, ſince the Letter-Writer was pleas d to 
put us in mind how grievouſſy the Land hath been 
taxd for theſe Forty Nears paſt; and, for my 


Fart, 


Part, I am fo far from deſigning to extenuate the 
5 3 Ti hs *% ink it incumbent 
tnifters to le from it by their 
Pagobty in the publick Widnes but 11 make 
ſuch a merit of taking off 2 Shilling from it for one 
Year, by opening anot ber Source of Taxes, is an In- 
ſult on the common Senſe and Misfortunes of the 
As to the Inequality of this Tax, (which is fo 
much inſiſted on) I cannot deny that it is very 
great; bur I muſt obſerve that there is ſome Ine- 
quality in all Tares, that were ever deviſed; even 
in this very Salt Duty it {lf ; for thoſe Coun- 
ties, whoſe Riches conſiſt chiefly in their Dairies, 
are more burthened than others; and Salt it ſelf is 
-; * Parts, ＋ pig 3 _ | 
But if the Inequality of any Tax is fo powerful 
an Objection againſt it, how Nil this Writer or his 
honourable Patron, be able to juſtify the local Du- 
ty upon Coals, which is confin'd to London only, and 
was lately made perpetual on the Inhabitants of this 
ity, after the original Purpoſes of it were anſwer- 
ed; though it is certainly a great Detriment to 
our Iron-Morks and other ufatures ? | 
I could ask- the fame Queſtion, with regard to 
the Duty upon Hops, which lics almoſt wholly up- 
on four or five Counties ; or concerning the Tax 
upon Wiudow-Lights, which I conceive to be ſome- 
What unequal and partial, fince the honourable Gen- 
tleman Himſelf pays no more, upon this Account, 
for his fine. Palace in the Country than many poor 
People are oblig d to do for a little Houſe of twen- 
ty or thirty Pounds a Year. 


* 


But ſuppoſing the Land-Tax to be never ſo an- 
equal and partial, as it is certainly very grievous 3 
yet I cannot poſſibly agree with this Writer, hes 


£& * 


the Salt Duty is a more equal aud caſy one than 
- any, that. was ever paid by the People; tor his Argu- 
ment, that u body pays for more than He uſes, 
would hold equally ſtrong for taxing Bread, or 
 Flefb-Meat ; to which, indeed, This ſeems to be a 
Prelude, being a Tax upon thoſe Provifens, which 
_ almoſt wholly ſubſiſt the Farmer, the Labourer, and 
the poor Artificer. „ 
Neither is his Aſſertion true, that no Man pays 
for more Salt than He uſes, or that Country Gentle- 
men yearly pay fix Times as much to the Lanp=-Tax, 
as can be paid to the Sal r-Durr; for I cenecive + 
that what their Tenants pay for Salt, as well as 


what They uſe Themſelves, will fall ultimately - 
on Them, and therefore ought to be included in the 
Account. Conſidering therefore the low Price of 
© Corn, and that moſt of the Rack-Rents in the King- 
dom are ſtrain d up to the higheſt Pitch, is it not 
reaſonable to apprehend that any additional Bur- 
then on the poor Farmer may affect the Landlor# 
ogy or will _— Abatement of one. _— in 
the Pound on Land compenſate, in any Degree, - 
for the Loſs of one broken Tenant, al having a 
Farm thrown upon his own Hands? n 
I readily agree with this Writer' in the Praiſes 
duc to the Merit and Abilities of Fohn de Wit, who 
may have made very judicious Obſervations on the 
Taxes, which are of convenient to be laid on the 
People of the united Provinces ; but the Letter= 
writer Himſelf owns that the vaſt Diſproportion 
between the Land-bolders and Inhabitants, in Eug- 
land and Holland, will make the Caſe very different 
between Them and Us, with Reſpect to a Land-Tax. 
Allowing his Arguments therefore to have the ſame 
Weight, in more or leſs Degree, (as this Writer ex- 
= es it) according tothe Diſproportion in any Country = 
between the Land-owners'and Inhabitants ; yo the 


— 


(49. 
Difference of Circumſtances between Holland atxl 
England is fo very great, that the Method of Tax- 
ation in both Countries ill hardly bear any Com- 
pariſon. This Point is ſo fully explain d by Mr. Locke, 
who reaſons as juſtly upon the Nature of our Con- 
fitution,as l Mit does, with Regard to Hol- 
land, that I will quote a Paragraph or two from 
his Treatiſe on bis Subject, in. Anſwer to what 
hath been produc'd from Monſicur de Wit. 
In his Con/ederations on lowering Intereft aud 
raiſing the Value of Money, He tells us © that 
«<'Faxsgs, however contrived, and out of whoſe 
Hand ſoecver immediately taken, do ina Country, 
c where their great Fund is LAN D, for the moſt 
part terminate upon Land. Whatſoever the 
4 People are chiefly maintain d by, That' che Go- 
vernmnent ſupports it on. Nay, perhaps, it will 
be found that thoſe Taxes, which ſeem leaſt to 
“ affect Land, will moſt. ſurely of all others fall 
e the Rents. This would deſerve to be well con- 
4 ſider d in the raiſing of Taxes, left the negleft 
« of it bring upon the Country Gentleman an Evil, 
< which He will be ſure quickly to feel, but not 
4 be able very quickly to remedy ; for Rents, onee 
fallen, are not cafity rais'd again. A Tax, laid 
„ upon Land, ſeems hard to the Land- holder, be- 
4 cauſe it is ſo much Money going viſbiy out of 
* his Pocket; and therefore, as an Eaſe to Hini- 
.« ſelf, the Land. holder is always forward to lay it 
& upon ComMODITTES ; but if He will thoroughly 
<*confider it and examine the Eflefts, He will 
find He buys this /ceming Eaſe at a very dear 
« Rate; and though He pays not this Tax imme- 
£& cately out of his own Purſe ; yet his Purſe will 
find it, by a greater Want of Money there at the 
Eu of "the Year, than That comes to, with the 
lesen of bis Rent to lebt,; which is _— 
L 21 
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| d and. Laſting Evil,. that will fick upon Hint 
| & beyond the preſent Payment. — Again, | 
If therefore the laying of Taxes upon Commo- 
c Jities does, as it is evident, affect the Land, 
c that is out at Rack-Rent, it is plain it does equal 
« ly affect all the other Land in England too; and | 
« the Gentlemen will, but the worſt way, increaſe | 
« their 0wn Charges; That is, by leſſening the | 
c yearly Value of their Eſtates, if They hope to 
& eaſe their Land, by charging Commodities. It is 
in vain in a Country, whoſe great Fund is Land, 
& to hope to lay the publick N. of the Go- 
RE on any. Thing elſe. 7 here at laſt it 
will terminate. The Merchant (do what you 
& can) will not bear it; the Lalourer cannot; and 
« therefore the Land holder muſt; and whether 
“ He were beſt do it, by laying it dire#ly where 
« it will at laſt ſertle, or by letting it come to Him 
« by the Sinking of his Rents, which, when they 
& arc once fallen, every one knows are not cafily 
“ raisd again, let Him confider. ee ONES | 
Mr. Locke likewiſe ſays, © that even in Holland, 2 
„ the Charge of the Government came not upon | 
« Commodities, till the Land could not bear it. 
I could cite a great deal more to the fame Pur 
poſe from this Gentleman, whom I think as good 
an Authority as Monſieur de Wit, in the preſent 
Caſe; but I chuſe to decline it, left T ſhould be re- 
preſented by theſe Writers, according to their uſual 
Candour, as an Advocate for Land Taxes; whereas 
my great Deſire is that our Taxes in general max 
be leſſen d, by the Reduction of our Expences ; and 
that no Part of my Fellow Subjects may be too | 
much preſs d by the Continuance, - or Revival of i] 
'Them. | ON | : A ' 
I cannot however paſs over this Treatiſe of Mr. 1 
Tocte, without Wr the Peruſal of it q 


&. * 4 
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4 ſome real Eaſe and Relief from tho 


0 5 % 


in an * i bs, to this bonoarable Gentleman, | 
being fully canines that it will give Him a much 
clearer and juſter Notion of theſe Matters, than all his 
erer Converſations ever have eg or will do. 
* ldkewiſe put his Advocate in Mind, that He 

t not to have gone to Holland for Precedents 
Arn Its 1 avour of Exciſes ; ſinoe He 

been furniſh'd with more pertinent In- 

gr of Them in France; and it is very remark- 
able that one of the firſt Taxcs laid upon the Peo- 


ple there, as: ſoon as their Liberties began to de- 


cline, was a ! upon Salt. 

In Page 31, We have a melancholy Account of 
the Expences, 7. axes and Burt bens, which the Revo- 
lation bath ENTAIL' D on us. This is the Letter- 


writer's. own Expreſſion, and to our Sorrow it muſt 


| on ok that fe is too juſt; though ſuch a plain 


tation of our * was call d the very 
ence of Facobitiſm, ſome Years ago, by the 


. Came honourable Gentleman, who hath thought fit 


to cxhibit it to us in ſuch lively Colours, at 
ſent. But I muſt beg Leave 9 obſerve * 


when the Gentlemen of England undertook that 


glorious Piece of 1 as his _— 
cate terms it, They were far from thi: 


ſuſpecting, that the ſame hard Service wo Ie | 
© ENTAIL'D bn I hem and their Poſterity 


I would therefore recommend it to his Conſi 


- whether the moſt effeftual Way EST. 
s ng of the Revolution, in the preſent li 


is not by taking all Opportunities ng 
warious 32 which T hey have been ſo long 


- oblig'd to bear. I am willing to believe the 
2 nn Gentlentan may have ſuch a Deſi ign ; 


N conceive what his Advocate 
8 


u us, at ent, is re ce in 
pon us, * , ar 
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that equal and indulgent Goyernment, whoſe Wiſs | 
dom HATH SURMOUNTED the Evils, that alarmed n 
us for ſo many Tears, and whoſe Equity is ever con- i 
triving to render more caſy thoſe Charges, which | 
have been brought 22 _— „ | | 
"Fe ae; ot Country Gentlemen, occaſion d un 
by the long and grievous Preſſure of Taxes, is ano 

ther Topick, upon which the Letter-writer hath 

beſtow'd a great Deal of moving Rhetorick ; and 

I believe wide uy will diſpute the Hardſhip of their 

Caſe ; though I hope it is not yet ſo bad as He 
hath repreſented it ; for, according to Him, there | 
are not poorer Men in the World thap —_—_— 
ſmall Eftates and large Families; That is, as -- 
explains it Himſelf, . of one theuſand Pounds. pe 
Annum and downwards. I am 3 at leaſt, that 
many Perſons have been ſtiled Incendiari 


| iaries, Stirrers 
of edition, Facobites, and I know not what, for 
ſetting forth the Condition of Country Gentlemen, 
in much leſs ſtrong and glaring Colours; but ſuch 
Contradictions are become ſo babirual to theſe 
Writers, upon particular Occaſions, that We can- 
not be ſurpriz'd at them. | On: 
I am very ſenſible. of the Difficulties, which theſe 
Gentlemen have long labour d under, by the Op- [ 
preſſion of Taxes, the Figure 3 are oblig'd o 
maintain in their Countries, the faſhionable 
Prevalence of Luxury; fo true is that wiſe Obſer= 
vation of our Author; that whil} ove Part of W. 
Kingdom are multiplying 2 another Part | 
are diftreſsd bow to ſatisfy Neceſſities ; and the | 
Culamities of Diſtreſs are almoſt every where treated "if 
5 more ſcandalous than all the Extravagance 6 
0 uxury, . 3 
- * "BOLT Ching agree with Him that this Spirit of 
Luxury and Extravagance was introduced by the | | | 
" Increaſe of Trade, or . oe the Se Tt 
&* * y G CES 4 2 2 1 oh . 5 : } 
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Fes Year. I [ am rather inclined to impute it to that 
Emulation in expen/ive Habits, which is viſibly 
encouraged amongſt all Ranks of People, in order 
to make Them neceſſitous and ſubſervient to the 
Purpoſes of ſome Men, to whom this Writer can 
be no Stranger. 
I am likewiſe apprized of the great 8 
4 which the Mortgagee, or money d Man, hath over 
the . Lana bolder, and that He is 0% ly 
| Che ſrow the Weight of Taxes. But, for God's 
ow came the Letter-writer to touch u 
dals Jung ? Did He do it with a Deſign of up- 
braiding his Patron with that ever-memorable At- 
tempt, which He made, this very Seſſion, to give 
Uſurers and Stockjobbers a ſtill greater Advantage 
over the landed ns, by bringing Them in- 
to. Parliament, * 1 £9 nothing to the 
publick Expences ?— If He did not do it with this 
Deſign, it is another Inſtance of his Folly and In- 
. conſiſtency J. : 

Ice ſums up this Head with a very comfertable 

2 if N depend upon his Authority. 

| 2. ſays He, that We ſball continue to enjoy 
aur Tranquility -/o long, that if ever it be again di- 


An a, or Ariete A We Ball have many Funds 
at Liberty to provide for our Safety, without * 
profing the landed Man, 
with, I ſay, that We could depend upon his 
Word for This; but, for my Part, I cannot ſee 
any great Probability of having our Funds at Li- 
berty, . whilſt the Surplus of every Duty, and even 
11 Redemptions of Funds are greedil Carch'd at, to 
ſe the great Supplies of the Tear, and our new Debts 
grow upon us as faſt as We pay off our cd ones; 
Sincls the Annuities on 7. Furplus on the Tor- 
teries 1714 and 1719, and the 5 * ·＋ Compa- 


= a Fund; * which Means the — of the 
i tan 


* 
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national Debt is prolong d, and conſequently all 
our Funds and Taxes muſt be continued; a very me- 
lancholy Conſideration to 'T hoſe, who reflect on the 
Uncertainty of all human Affairs; not to mention 
the preſent, unſettled Condition of Europe, and the 
great Changes, which are likely to be made in the Bal- 
| lance of Power, n6twithſtanding our general Peace. 
I can only add 7 hearty Wiſhes, not without ſome 
Anxiety I confeſs, that one may prove laſting, and 

the other be as clieQually ſecured, for the Intereſt 
of this Kingdom, as the moſt ſanguine Affurances 
have given us Reaſon to expect. 

Ot all the mean Artifices, which his Writer hath 
made Uſe of to gain a little Popularity for his 
Patron, none is more ridiculous, or contemptible, 
than the thin Cobweb He hath ſpread to catch the 
Aflections of the Parochial Clergy. Can He think 
that theſe Gentlemen are ſuch Dapes as to ſuffer 
Themſelves to be ſweetened in this Manner, and 
cajobd into a Belief that their Caſe had any Weight 
with his Patron, or fo much as entered into his 
2 whilſt He was projecting the Revival of 
Ii FaNE ** 5 * 
Every Man, who wiſhes well to our Conſtitution, 
muſt have a great Regard for the eftabliſhed Clergy; 
and even common Humanity prompts us to coin- 
paſſionate the Caſe of "Thoſe, who are not ſuifici- 
ently endowed to ſu their Characters. But I 

am afraid that this Impoſition on Salt, inſtead of 
one Shilling on Land, will prove rather a Burthen 
than a Relief to the Majority of Them; eſpecially 
Thoſe, deſcribed by this Writer, whoſe Neceſſities 
are great, and their Families increaſing. — 
1 eee th if this Project ſhould not ſucceed, as 

I believe it will not, and He ſhould be ever em- 
ployed again to captivate the good Opinion of the 
Gergy, I will recommend a Topick to Him, v_ 


— 


| 
| 
| 


( 54 ) 


J apprehend to be infinitely more popular and en- 
| Keen, Let Him only put Them in Mind, ſor the 

Honour of his Patron, what great Regard hath 
been paid to Merit, and Encoura given to 


Learning, by the late juſt and equal Diſtribution of 


vv Preferments. _. _—_ 
= | nt, taken from ialand, trading 


.Towns, turns evidently againſt Him; for as a// 


Trade will flouriſh moſt, to uſe his own Words, 
where Men can live __ and carry on their 
Commerce the eajieſft, the Deſertion of thoſe Towns 
is certainly owing to the Duties on Materials and 


. Provifions, not to the Land Tax. 


be ſame may be ſaid, with Relation to the poor 
Latourer ; tor every working Man muſt be cna- 
. bled to maintain Himſelf and his Family. If He can 
do 'This, He generally looks nofarther ; and when 
the Price of Labour was but a Peum a Day, as 
We arc told, it was the ſame to ä as 2 
Shilling is now, if it anſwered the ſame Purpoſes. 

As therefore our heavy Dutics on the common 
Neceſſaries of Life have inhanced the Price of La- 
bour, ſo the taking them off is the only Method to 
reduce it, without laying any Hardſhip on the 
Jdabouring Poor; which will not only be a great 
Eaſe to the landed Man, who employs Thes, 
but eve new. Lite to our Trade, and encourage 
2 Lxportation of our Mauufactures, on Which 
t 8 


There are two Paſſages. in this Letter, within 


f five Pages of each other, which I cannot poſſibly 


reconeile. He tells us, p. 35, that to a Man, who 


* 


hath but an Hundred per Aunum, five Pounds 


- 45 4 vast Accesston. In p. 40, He ſays, that 


o abate but one Shilling in the Pound, is at any” 
Time to diminiſh its Exils iu ſuch a Degree as to 


make them InconstDERABLE, and almoſt IMPER= 


;CEPTIBLE.—— Now, if the Land Tax is ſo very 
gric- 


— —— — —— 


rievous, that an Abatement of one Shilling in 

he Pound is a vaſt Acceſſion to an hundred a 

| Year, I cannot comprehend how the remaining 

Shilling can be faid to be almoſt imperceptible.— 

1 muſt therefore ſet This down as another Incon- 

fiftency, or Self-Contradiction. 6 FOR 

In p. 48, He brings the rich, moneyd Man 
upon the Stage again, to ſhew the Incquality of 

the Land Tax; for He tells us that though They 

hold the greateſ Properties in the State, They pay 

little or nothing at all to the Support of that Go» 
vernment, from whence They have equal Protecti- 
on with Thoſe, who are charg'd at the utmoſt. © 
But what have the rich moneyd Men to do in 

this Place, unleſs it be to put us in Mind again of 
his Patroms Scheme, for bringing theſe Gentlemen 
into the Houſe of Commons, on a money d Quali- 
cation, in order to vote for Taxes, to which They 
contribute little, or nothing? IT fay, to what other 
End can They be introduc'd here? The Diſpute 
docs not lye bet the Landbolders and the rich, 
money d Men; for the latter, it ſeems, are exempted 
by the public Faith from paying any Taxes. They 
are therefore out of the Queſtion; and the Point 

really lyes between the Landbolder and the poor 
| Tradeſman, Manmfacurer, and Artificer. But as 
He hath given his Patron a Fling in this Para- 
graph, ſo He hath likewiſe once more ici 
ouſly contradicted Himſelf; for, ſpeaking of theſe 
money d Men, He ſays, that the Intereſt ( of their 

Money) is every Day accumulating, att the Hoards 
mncreafing ; fo that, by having anequal Advan= 
tages againſt the landed Intereſt, They devonr the 
Country Gentlemen, and work the osT ANTIENT 

_ Famtrrxes in the Kingdom out of Turf IN REA I- 
IT TANCEs, Now, This is ſo much like a worthy 
. -» - Scheme of his own, though vented in another _ 

. . a. 


———— ' 


Feria! Performance, for drawing ATL Tur Lanys 
or THE KINGDOM into the Hands of Men in 
Employment, that I was ſomewhat ſurpriz'd to find 
Him fo angry with it here; and the only Rea» 
ſon I can give for it is, that theſe two Paragraphs 
were calculated to ſerve two different Turns. But 
by comparing them together, methinks I begin to 
diſcover the true Motives to this ſudden Affecti- 
on for the landed Intereft; for if the honourable 
Gentleman and his Creatures are reſolved to di- 
vide all the Lands of England among Them- 
ſelves, it is no Wonder that They are willing to 
put their Eſtates into good Plight, by reducin 
the Land Tax, and throwing all the Weight o 

the Government on their pocr Yaſſals. | 
Having thus conſider d what this Writer hath 
advanc d by way of Argument, it is proper to take 
Notice of ſome extraordinary Paſſages in his Let- 
ter, which very plainly diſtinguiſh the Hand, from 
' whence it comes. The following Paragraph, for 
Inſtance, could procecd from nothing but the want 
of common Apprehenſjon, ox. the moſt profligate Diſ- 
. regard to all Senſe of Truth and Decency. I ſhall. 
therefore quote it at large, as it ſtands in the 
As far as I can collect, (ſays this admirable 
« Writer} from my Obſervations on the Senti- 
& ments of Thoſe, who act in conſtant Oppo- 
<« ſition to the Miniflers,, They think that the 
« Landed: Intereſt ſhould never be caſed; and 
e that the diftreſs'd Freebolders ought to bear all 
' < the Burthens of this Country. It hath even 
ce been aſſerted that a TEN SurLLing Land Tax, 
&« as-it would raiſe five Millions annually, would, 
« i it were laid in-Licu of all other Duties, be 
the mat equal Rate of raiſing Money on the Sub- 
« ject. I will adviſe you, Sir, if ever the Author 


* 
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— 


. 


ec. 4 this Propoſition happens to be truſted with the 
Finances, which at preſent is not indeed much to 

te be fear d, that you immediately ſell your Lands, 
I 22 at any Rate, rather than keep 
© them; tor you will by this means ſtarve in the 
ce Poſſeilion of a large Eſtate. If Half your Land 


cc 2 
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Annuities ; it the ather Half goes in a 
Land Tax; and if your Farms be let upon long 
« Leaſes, as it very often happens, ſo that you can» 
6“ not raiſe your Rents; for God's ſake, Sir, what 
“ vill you have to live upon? What muſt buy you 
ec and your Children Bread? All the Country — 
« tlemen' of ſmall Eſtates and, I fear, not a tew 
« with large ones, muſt go to Court, as They do 
« in other Countries, and implore the _— f the 
Hing to take their Eftates into his own He 
None but money Men can thrive under ſuch 
Meaſures; for their Properties pay no Taxes; 
« yet even They muſt ſtarve; for, Sir, when once 
e this TEN SRILINe LanD T ax ſhall make the 
4 Gentlemen and the Farmers run away from their 
« Lands and their Houſes, as if they were viſited 


« with a Plague, who muſt be leſt to raiſe the Corn 


© for our Bread, to feed the Cattle for our Food, 
or ſhear their Wes} for our Cloaths  *  * 
Mould not any Man naturally conclude from this 
exquiſite ſtrain of Reaſoning and puerile Bombaſt, 
that a ProeosITION had been actually made in 
Form for laying a Tax of Try SntIrINas IN 


HE Poux on all the Lands in England, and that 


by the invincible Arguments of the Honourable 
Gentleman in the Aaminiftration it was rejected 
and paſsd in the Negative? It is hardly poſſible 
to eonceive that any Man could be fo abandon d to 


Proſtitution, ſo harden'd to all Senſe of Shame, as 


to utter a downright Falſhood in this publick and 
N II ou 


to be mort gag d, or ſubject to Fointures 


(58 ) 
ns Msnner, without any Foundation; and yet 
This, Sir, is the Caſe ; ſor the Fact ſtands thus. 
. 'The bonourable Gentleman, who made the Mo- 
Zion for reviving the Salt Duty, endeavoured to 
ive it a popular Turn, by affecting to plead in 
avour of the Land, in Hopes of getting more 
eaſily into the Poſſeſſion of a Duty, which, by 
Funding it out again, would raiſe Sxx MiLLions 
def Money. Upon This, the Gentleman, who an- 
ſwer d Him, attempted to ſhew the Fallacy of 
this Pretence, by proving that whatever Taxes arc 
impoſed on the People, or under whatſoever De- 
BY omination They are levied, the Land is ultimately 
1 afſected by Them, and that They generally termi- 
nate there, according to Mr. Lockæs Obſervation 
before cited. _ 1 „„ 
This being laid down as a Foundation, He pro- 
. ſhew that my was ”_ Intereſt of the 
| to ſupport the Charge of the Government, 
and to keep the Burthen off from his Tenants, as 
| Mur. Locke hath likewiſe aſſerted; becauſe the more 
1 Hands any Tax goes through, it always comes the 


heavier at laſt 3 and the Landlord, by Loſſes and 
other Accidents, often pays double the Sum, which 
He would have done. at firſt; for where the Te- 
nam is not oppreſs d, He can the better afford 
to cultivate his Land; perhaps to pay an higher 
Rent for it; at leaſt not to be much in Arrear, 
or to break and pay none at all. 5 

I pe Gentleman aſterwards illuſtrated the "Truth 
of theſe Obſcryations, by Inſtances in to ſeveral 
Countries. In Flanders, ſaid He, whenever any , 

- Loſs happen d by Encampments, or the Ravages 
and Depredations of contending Armies, the Land- 
tord-always bore it, and the 'I cnants for that Year 
paid no Rent. By this well-judg'd 3 


-* 
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They were enabled to keep their Lands in good 
Condition, and to repair the Damages, which they 
had ſuſtain d, for the Advantage of their Lan 
lords, when che Seat of War was removed. On 
the contrary in Poland, where the poor Tenants are 
rack d and oppreſs d, their Landlords are the real 
Sufferers, as their Lands in many Places lye uncul- 
tivated — produce nothing. 
He then proceeded to thew how this Nation 
was loaded with Cuſtoms, Exciſes, and other Impo- 
5 Fitions ; which inhanced the Prince of Labour and 
Neceſſaries of all Kinds to ſuch a Degree, that it 
made it impoſſible for us to carry our Goods to 
dee ſo cheap as other Nations, and had there- 
by, in a great Meaſure, ruined the Trade of the 
whole Kingdom. 
To This: He added, that it would 1 been 
bappy for us, if We had always rais d the Supplies 
within the Year, inſtead of mortgaging Poſterity, 
| as We have done. 
3 laid down theſe Premiſes, He came at 
we of Suppo/ition, not of whe ore to 
tate —_ of the Nation and-even of the landed 
Gentleman, under the preſent Method of Mxation, 
and ſuppoſing the whole Sum, neceſſary tor the pub- 
| lick Service, ould be rais'd upon Land. 
9 It is impoſſible, at this Diſtanoe of Time, to re- 
collect the Gentleman s Words, or even the Me- 
thod He obſerved in ſpeaking; but I may appeal to 
every Perſon in the Houſe, Whether the Subſtance 
and Meaning of what He ſaid was not to the fole 
lowing Effect. 
„ Suppoſe, ſaid He, that foe Millions was the 
Sum to be raiſed. This would be ten — OD 
E in the Pound, if all rais Land. Av 
. n as this Tax my ia realy let See 


* - 


& tleman compute what He pays, under the pre- 


4 ſent Method of Taxation, by the advanc'd Price 


c of all the * jo and eniences of Life, 


and I believe He will find that it amounts to 
the fame Sum, or more, upon Him, and, at leaſt, 
« to as much again upon the re of the People; 
5 occaſioned by the vaſt Charge of Collection, and 
the Advantages taken by the Merchant and 

- & Thes i». Menges fee e 
te ſtates, which not oy ra away half our In- 
& come, but in the very Nature of it tends to di- 
« miniſh our Rems, by clogging our Mun factures, 
te obſtructing our Trade, and conſequently depre- 


“ ciating the Product of Land. 


„ We actually paid a 


« For this Reaſon, ſaid He, I think jt as de- 
£ monſtrable as any - in Euchd, that if 
nd Tax of ten Shillings 


iin the Pound, without any other Duties, every 
& Gentleman might live at leaſt in as much Plenty, 


© and make a better Proviſion for his Family, than 
“He can under the preſent Method of Taxation. 


Ho different, Sir, is this State of the Caſe from 


That, which the Letter-writer hath endeavoured 
to impoſe on the Kingdom? You fee that the Cen- 
tleman was ſo far from making any ſuch- Propſtion 


_ as He my afterts, that He put the Caſe only 


Suppoſition, to illuſtrate the Force of 


by Way o 
his A t, that all Taxes fall ultimately on the 


.- + Land, and that We actually pay ten Shillings in 


the Pound, Ar pxEsENT, though diſguis'd under 


various Shapes, and drawn from us in Priblets by 
' 8 Adultitude of Taxes, © | Bans: 


The. Letter-writer hath uſed another Gentleman, 


who ſpoke againſt the Revival of the Salt Duty, in 


uS& x 


PP 


juſt the fame Manner, and converted as rational an 
Argurent as EVcr Was offered, into ſuch a * 
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Jous Poſition as no Man of common Senſe could 
be capable of advancing. T 

When the Debate came to turn on the Prefc- 
rence between one Tax and the other, it was very 
Judiciouſly obſer vd by this Gentleman, that when 
fwo Methods of Taxation were propoſed to raiſe 
the ſame Sum of Money, He ſhould always prefer 
mediately felt by the People; that They might al- 
ways be fentible what bang Po we paid, and not 
flatter Themſelves, or be wed by others, with 
Notions of Relief, though the ſame Sum is drawn 
from Them in a more IC. Manner. © 
This is the Purport of what the Gentleman ſaid, 
and I think the Argument unanſwerable, when fairly 
ſtared ; but let us now ſee what a pretty Piece of 
Stuff the eee makes of it. a 
Another admirable A ent, e, againſt 
& eaſing you, the Freeho/ders of 155 Kingdom, 
c is that the LicuTER your Taxes are, the greater 
« Danger you are in; that = As v, imperceptible 
« Taxes are the woxsT of all Taxes, becauſe the 
« People are not ſufficiently aLanmM'd at them, and 
« UnEA8Y under them. 255 or Te 
- Having plaid this political Legerdemain on the 
Gemlemau s Words, He takes no ſmall Pains to 

expoſe the bad Lendency of ſuch a Doctrine, and 
ſeems to think Himſelf very ſmart upon our modern + 
Patriots; but I will leave you, Sir, to judge he- 
ther it is not a Proof that his Patron apprehends 
Himſelf to be in a very bad Way, when He thinks 
it neceſſary to employ a Proftitut? to Lxx for Him 
in this Manner, and to ſupply the Want of Argu- 
mem with ſuch ſcandalous Miſrepreſentation. 

« Suppoſe, 2 H, that there ſhould be one 
4 hundred aud fifty Members of the Hoaſe of m- 
ons willing to bear one Shilling in the 7 ton 
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« their Lands, rather than have a Salt Tax; what 
& can We infer from hence, hut that Men of large 
* "Eſtates, from two and three to ten thouſand 
9 3 per Annum, can caſily afford to gratify 
- ny One non, or Humour . N 
lieve you will allow, Sir, that even 150 
Members —t4 no contemptible Minority, conſider- 
| ing all Things, and in a Queſtion of this Nature ; but 
| I muſt obſerve to you that it does not ſeem to be 
in the Power of this Writer to ſpeak Truth, or 
77... the Number offer 
TD. who divided againſt the Salt Tax, was 
E) and what is ſomewhat cxtraordinary, 
ed ch chicfly of landed Gentlemen of the ler- 
geft Eftates, as indeed He is ſo good to allow Him- 
ſelf; but I think it a very extraordinary Inference, 
that ſo many Gentlemen ſhould agree to puniſh 
their own Pockets in ſuch a Manner, only to gra- 
tify an Opinion, or Humour. I think it much more \ 
L=& rcaſonable to infer, that They thought keeping off 
Ag the Duty upon Salt would prove the moſt benefi- 
| cial Relief to Themſeives, as well as to Theſe, whom 
| They repreſent. But it is very obvious from what 
Motives aig ua other Perſons might act in this Af- 
fair; for every Man, who hath a Place, ſaves 5 J. | 
per Cent. by an Abatement of one Shilling in the 
Pound, which is ſo much Increaſe of his Salary, - 
from the honourable Gentleman Himieldown to 4 
| loweſt Exciſe Officer. 
| The next Odjection to the Salt Tax, which He 
| _ undertakes to invalidate, is the Number of Officers 
added to the Revenue, whoſe Influence may add 
| Power to the Crown. 
| Pray obſerve, Sir, how tenderly the Gentleman 
| words it; whoſe Influence ar add Power to the 
> Crown. Does it not then certainly and notori- 


aa * Pomer to the Crown; the worſt and moſt 
dangerous | 


4 
— — — . 
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dangerous Kind of Power; by giving Miniſters an 
Opportunity of invading 1 oe. F Elections? 
J have ſeen, ſays this excellem” Reaſoner, a 
& four Shilling Land Tax and a Salt Ofice both 
“ ſubſiſting together. The Liberties of the People 
<« were in Her r from them; and will not, I 
« truſt, be affected by fix hundred Officers at any 
« Time. e 
I don't know what his Writer may underſtand 
by Danger to our Liberties; but I have always 
ought them to be in ſome Danger, whenever I ſee 
them tampered with, or practiſed upon, by any 
unwarrantable Methods. _ r 
He farther © truſts that They will not be af 
fected by fx hundred Officers at any Time. 
What a pretty Way of arguing is This, and how 
well does it become the Advocate of a fr M—r? 
We all know that the Liberties of ſuch a Na- 
tion as This cannot be over-run by ſ hundred 
Salt Officers only; but is ſuch a Number, added to 
the vaſt Multitude before ſubſiſting, of no Weight 
in the Scale; or why was the Clauſe, to refrain 
Them from meddling in Elections, rejected? And 
will not this Method of Reaſoning juſtify the Ad- 
dition of /ix hundred more, every Year, till at laſt 
They ſwarm like Locufts over the Land, and ren- 
der a military Army unneceſſary to execute any 
Purpoſes ?—But I will refer you hir, to the Reaſons 
of the noble Lords, who entered their PxoTEs T8 
inſt the Revival of the Salt Tax, tor farther Sa- 
tisfaction on this Point. 
| You will remember, Sir, that I mentioned it as 
one Reaſon, for oppoling the Revival of the Salt 
Tax, that it was making a dangerous Precedent, and 
might prove a Step to the greateſt of all Evils, a G- 
NERAL Excise. When ſome Notice was taken 
of ſuch a Bie, about 8 Year ago, it yas k 
. 1 | O 4 
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_ gedion, which He undertakes to confuate. 


Which I hope will anſwer: your Expectations; and 
Fhall conclude with expreſſing my Wonder, that 


un of having his Praiſe trumpercd, through: the 


© >» 


ally = and reproſented as the Fictiorr of 
Malerontents, in order to ſtir up Sedition and Diſa 


Affection 3 but now it 48 public avowed and ju- 
iy d by the Vriter before us; for though He dif 
claims the Word: genera}, becauſe it is too odiaus, 
He -maniteftly pleads for the Thing it ſelf, in Fa- 
vour of a certain Scheme, now in Agitation, for 
converting ſome other Duties into Exciſes ; and we 
all know how naturally one Exciſe draws on another. 
Hut This is a Subject fo. copious, that it would 
require a Volume to exhauſt it; and therefore EF | 

{hall reſerve what 1 have to fay; on this Head, tilt p 
the Scheme begins to ripen into Execution; when p 


I hope it will be oppoſed, in every Step, with the : 
utmoſt- and Vigour, as the laid ſhe Blow b 
to our Liberties and Conſlitution. A 


At preſent, I ſhall only obſerve, that I cannot 
anderftand what He means by ſaying, that the Im- 
838 of the Revenue would not increaſe the civil 0 

aſt Funds; for I apprehcad that his ſty is in- 
titled, at preſent, to the hae Produce, be it what 
it will, 7 all thoſe Branches of the Revenue, which 
eonftitite the civil Lift; and his Aﬀertion that the 
.croil Lift Revenue, with the Sum of 115,000 7. 
granted by Parliament for Deficiencies, do not a- ö 
mount to eight hundred thouſand Pounds per Ann. | [2 
for the Ja ſour Tears, is equally dark and myſte- - 8-79 
Fious, Unleſs therefore He will be pleas'd to tell i 
us in what Manner, and to what Period of Time, 
Ha makes up this Account, ſuch a bare Aſſrtion, 
without any Proof, can be no Anſwer to the O 


I have now fintſhed my Remarks on this Letter, | 


hen the honourable Gentleman came to a Reſolu- 


* Kingdom 
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Kingdom, He did not command his Herald to in- 
fiſt upon ſome other Points, which this fruitful 8 
uu might have ſuggeſted to Him; particularly 


glorious Part He bore in diſcovering thoſe infamous 
Frauds, which were committed in the Sale of the 
late Earl of DRRWENTWATER'Ss Eſtate, as well as 


the xduAL and exemplary Puni ſbmeut inflicted on 


the Ciimivals, by ExXPELLING Tuo of them and 


' REPRIMANDING- Another. The charitable Corpo- 


ration would, methinks, have furniſh'd his Adr 
cate with another ample Field of Panegyrick; but 

in That, indeed, He hath ſince expatiated pretty 
largely, on Account of that hoRRIDPOF PISA 
Por, with which the Enquiry concluded: To. 
Theſe He might have added the Generoſity of 
paying the Deficiencies of a Fxexen SupsIDy 
to DENMARR, and the Eſtabliſhment of the same 

STANDING ARMY in England, during the full, En- 


þ 4 fjoyment of a general Prace. 
All theſe Points, I ſay, might have been inſiſted 
on with the fame Juſtice, as the Retinal of the 
Salt Duty; but, perhaps, the-honrurable Gentleman 


might have the Modeſty to think it ſufficient Me- 


rit, for one Year, to have laid the Foundation of 


a GENERAL EXCISE. - x 

As for My ſelf, though I have ſeldom had the 
Honour to. concur with that great an upright Pa- 
triot; yet I will join Iſſue with his Panegyrif tor 


once; for I am ſo perfecily ſatisſyd with my Con- 


duct in Parliament this Seſſion, that on the Merits 


of it I am content to fake my Hopes of . your ſutuie 


avour, aud all my Intereſt iu the next Election. 


June 1f, 153. l a Sin, Se. 
p . rg 
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